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 Ste. Genevieve, Missouri is a small town south of St. Louis, settled by the 
French and home to the Janis-Ziegler site (23SG272). However, the German 
Ziegler family along with other German families resided in the town beginning in 
the early nineteenth century.  The Ziegler family used the Janis-Ziegler site as a 
home and a tobacco shop.  Beginning in 2006, archaeological investigations 
went underway on the Janis-Ziegler site.  The purpose of this research is to 
figure out to what degree the Ziegler family showed their ethnicity while living at 
the Janis-Ziegler house.  The second purpose of the research is to figure out 
whether the German ethnicity of the Ziegler family be uncovered through the 
material culture. 
 In this research, I reviewed the English and German newspapers from 
nineteenth-century Ste. Genevieve, to reveal any ethnic differences between the 
advertisements.  I then compared the findings of the advertisements to the 
 archaeological and Ziegler probate inventory data.  By doing this, the Ziegler 
family ethnic preferences became more apparent.  I also included research on 
the landscape at the Janis-Ziegler house and inheritance practices of the Ziegler 
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 The Janis-Ziegler/Green Tree Tavern site (23G272) in Ste. Genevieve, 
Missouri, has been the focus of several archaeological theses since excavations 
began there in 2006.  Meredith Hawkins (2007) excavated at the site, using the 
artifact assemblages to identify how the Janis and Ziegler families each used the 
property.  She also included an analysis of both families’ economic standing and 
ethnic association according to the archaeological record.  Matt Cox (2009) 
looked at the consumption patterns of the Ziegler family.  Based on past 
suggestions by Hawkins (2007), Cox (2009) analyzed the historical 
documentation and archaeological assemblage to identify the Ziegler’s level of 
wealth as well as reveal whether or not they were “living beyond their means.” 
 
 Like Hawkins’s (2007) and Cox’s (2009) theses, my thesis will also 
examine the material culture recovered from excavations at the Janis-
Ziegler/Green Tree Tavern site (23G272).  Along with the archaeological 
materials, I will also examine the historical documentation from various archives 
in order to identify how the Ziegler family may have expressed their German 
ethnic identity.  Meredith Hawkins (2007) suggests that the material culture 
related to the Ziegler occupation period revealed that the family acculturated.  In
2 
 saying this, she suggests that the German Ziegler household implemented ideas 
and materials from another ethnic group into their own.  This research will take a 
more in-depth look at ways to identify German ethnicity from the material culture 
and historical documents related to the Zieglers.  
 This study will investigate Germans living in America beginning in the 
1820s, a topic rarely investigated in historical and archaeological writings.  
Historians have dealt mainly with German immigrants living in America in the 
1850’s and later.  Few archaeologists have focused on German sites in the New 
World (South 1999; Idol and Trage 1995, Idol, Trage, and Kirchen 1996; Groover 
2003), even fewer on Germans in French-dominated settlements (Wesler1999).  
Finally, this study will contribute to a more comprehensive history of Ste. 
Genevieve by shedding light on its German immigrant community.   
 
Research Questions 
 There are two questions I propose to research.  First, I wish to address to 
what degree did the German Ziegler family express their ethnicity while living at 
the Janis-Ziegler house?  I will look at the historical and archaeological data: 
newspapers, probate records, wills, and artifacts.  I hope to analyze how this 
changed between the ownership of Mathias and Barbara Ziegler (1833-1860) 
and Francis and Josephine Ziegler (1860-1900).  Penner (1997) notes that 
ethnicity is not static, but constantly changing or adapting to the environment.  He 
also suggests that in order to look at ethnicity in the archaeological record, 
archaeologists should look at the boundaries each group creates (Penner 1997: 
3 
267).  An ethnic group shows the important aspects that bind them together by 
expressing cultural symbols to produce boundaries between themselves and 
others (Penner 1997: 268).  By investigating these boundaries, archaeologists 
can identify the cultural aspects most important to each ethnic group. 
 Along with these questions, I will also keep in mind the possibility that the 
Zieglers may have chosen not to identify themselves as German, at least in a 
public context.  They may have preferred or found benefit in “fitting in” with the 
French in Ste. Genevieve. The Zieglers did not move into German communities 
in Missouri, such as the town of Hermann.  Instead they moved into a 
predominately French town.  Mathias Ziegler was a business partner with Felix 
Valle, and for the sake of the business, the Zieglers may have chosen not to 
express their German ethnicity.  There is also a possibility that the Zieglers only 
emphasized their German ethnicity in private. In his study of the Seguí household 
in colonial Florida, James Cusick (2000) found that the material culture of this 
Minorcan family resembled that of the Spanish gentry (Cusick 2000:52). Through 
the probate records and archaeological data, Cusick (2000) looked at the 
architecture of the Seguí house.  The front façade had “Georgian symmetry with 
Spanish features,” which was in the local fashion of combining Minorcan, 
Spanish, and English traditions.  The back of the house, where the family spent 
more of their time, was in the local Spanish tradition, which corresponds to the 
other material culture analyzed from the Seguí households (Cusick 2000:52).  
Similarly, the Ziegler family could have emphasized their ethnicity in private.   
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 In the second generation, that of Francis Ziegler, there is also the 
possibility of finding evidence of a household of mixed ethnicity.  He married a 
French woman, Josephine Moreau, in 1856.  This marriage likely involved the 
combining of French and German traditions, resulting in a mixed ethnic identity 
for the household that may appear in the archaeological record.   I will also 
consider that perhaps the Zieglers put class distinction ahead of ethnicity, 
stressing their economic position more than their ethnic traditions. 
 The second question I wish to address is, is it possible to identify the 
German ethnicity of the Ziegler family from the material culture of the Janis-
Ziegler site?  In Hawkins’ thesis (2007), she looked at the economic standings 
and ethnic markers from the archaeological remains. She wrote that her efforts to 
look at the German ethnicity of the Ziegler occupation were inconclusive, based 
on her focus on “markers” as proposed by Elliott and Elliott (2002).  Hawkins 
(2007) felt that the results were inconclusive for two possible reasons.  First, the 
Ziegler family seemed to have acculturated, taking on the culture of their French 
neighbors.  Second, the occupational sequences could not be differentiated at 
the time between the Mathias and Barbara ownership (1833-1860) and the 
Francis and Josephine ownership (1860-1900).  Because Hawkins (2007) based 
much of her analysis of German ethnicity on the article by Elliott and Elliott 
(2002), I wish to reexamine German ethnicity at the Janis-Ziegler site using 
several methods. Rita Folse Elliott and Daniel T. Elliott (2002) compress the 
eighteenth-century German colonial experience in the British colonies into the 
single explanation of acculturation without acknowledging other possibilities of 
5 
interaction such as resistance and ethnogenesis.  However, every German group 
immigrating to America may not have taken this approach.   Also, Elliott and 
Elliott (2002) do not discuss any Germans moving into non-German settlements. 
For this reason, the Ziegler occupation of the Janis-Ziegler house deserves a 
closer examination of the archaeological assemblage and historical 
documentation looking for ways in which they may have shown their ethnicity.  
 
History of Ste. Genevieve 
 
 Ste. Genevieve, Missouri is located just over 60 miles south of St. Louis, 
Missouri.  The town was considered to be a part of the region called the Illinois 
Country (Ekberg 1996:4). In the eighteenth century, French Jesuit missionaries 
were traveling along the Mississippi River, setting up outposts.  At first the 
French control along the river was sparse (Ekberg 1996:4), but by 1750, the area 
in and around Ste. Genevieve along the Mississippi was occupied by the French 
(Ekberg 1985:25).  However, in 1763, because of the Treaty of Paris, the land 
west of the Mississippi was granted to the Spanish, while the English gained the 
territory to the east of the river (Ekberg 1985: 41).  Though the Spanish gained 
possession of Ste. Genevieve, the French remained prominent in the region 
(Ekberg 1985:55). In 1803, the area transferred to US rule with the Louisiana 
Purchase.  
 The area around Ste. Genevieve was originally settled because of the silt-
enriched soils, excellent for agriculture. The lands east of the river, such as the 
towns of Kaskaskia and Prairie du Rocher, were losing their nutrients and were 
6 
becoming scarce (Ekberg 1996:21). Along with agriculture, several other 
industries emerged, such as lead mining and salt extraction (Ekberg 1985:10-
11).  Though there has been much disagreement on the exact year Ste. 
Genevieve was founded, the most probable time was in the 1750s (Ekberg 
1996:12).  Flooding was a major problem for the inhabitants of Ste. Genevieve 
throughout the eighteenth century.  1785 was “the year of the big waters,” forcing 
the town members out of their homes.  This flood proved to be the final straw, 
and the townspeople moved to new settlements on higher ground, establishing 
New Ste. Genevieve by 1790 (Ekberg 1985:421).  
 
German Immigration to America 
 
 As mentioned previously, people began migrating Ste. Genevieve 
primarily for the rich agricultural lands.  Germans were also starting to move into 
the region but for reasons of hardship in their homeland.  During the early 
nineteenth century, the German kingdoms as a whole were experiencing both 
economic and political woes.  Smaller landowners and farmers were pushed out 
by the larger estate owners.  Also, the marketplaces were filled with products 
produced from outside each region, causing economic decline of village 
industries.  Lastly, the kingdoms were dealing with threats of revolution and 
upheaval against the monarchy (Wilhelm 1988:211).   In general, the German 
kingdoms were swarmed with individuals looking for a better life elsewhere, away 
from political and economic frustrations.  
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 Besides looking at the nation of Germany, it is also important to look at the 
historical situation on a smaller scale.  The Ziegler family initially came from the 
region of Bavaria in Germany, and I will look at the history of this region, as well 
as explain why they and so many others chose to emigrate. What we now know 
as Germany was divided into many smaller kingdoms with their own rules. Once 
the Holy Roman Empire lost control over the German kingdoms in 1806, The 
Confederation of the Rhine formed a protective union of sixteen kingdoms, 
including Bavaria, under French protection (Werner 1977:11). Bavaria aligned 
strongly with the French in order to regain some of their lost lands. When Bavaria 
began to depend too much on the French alliance, they became fearful of falling 
with the decline in Napoleon’s power. On April 25, 1813, they declared neutrality 
(Werner 1977:13).   
 In Vienna, in 1815, 38 German kingdoms joined to form a new 
confederation (Werner 1977:14).  In essence, this confederation was a union 
against the fear of revolution (Werner 1977:20).  In 1818, Bavaria added a third 
Edict to their constitution allowing for more freedom of the press (Werner 
1977:16).  This continued to be an issue within the confederation into the 1830s, 
since the other German kingdoms had more conservative constitutions.  Bavaria 
tried to form a strong union with the other southern German states in case 
Austria were to get involved in a war; however, Bavaria’s continued interest in 
regaining lands from Baden and Württemberg made this union impossible 
(Werner 1977:48).  
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 In 1819, Bavaria and the other German kingdoms were dealing with 
economic instability.  British goods were taking over the market, depleting the 
German competition (Werner 1977:50). This joint problem for all the German 
kingdoms opened the door for further discussion of a southern German state 
union.  However, Bavaria’s desire for remaining independent and its refusal to 
dismiss land claims against Baden ruined their efforts for a customs union of the 
southern German kingdoms (Werner 1977:54).  At this point in the 1820s, the 
Ziegler family is believed to have left Bavaria and moved, eventually, to Ste. 
Genevieve. Perhaps one of the reasons for their relocation was due to the 
economic hardships in Bavaria at this time.  
 Another reason so many Bavarians emigrated was because of the political 
instability, in addition to the economic problems. When the revolutions broke out 
in France as well as Poland and Belgium in the 1830s, the German kingdoms 
began to fear revolutions in their own lands (Werner 1977:87).  Though Ludwig I 
of Bavaria did not fear French insurgency on Bavarian lands as much as other 
German kingdoms, he did fear revolts of French-sympathetic regions of Bavaria, 
such as the Rhenish provinces (Werner 1977:89). In 1833, a group of students 
and other academic affiliates conspired to attack the Federal Assembly in 
Frankfurt.  They hoped to set off a revolution throughout all the German 
kingdoms.  Unfortunately for them, Frankfurt soldiers stopped their revolt, thus 
ending their plan for a grand revolution (Werner 1977:134-5).  This attempt at a 
revolt set off alarms from not only Bavarian leaders, but other German kingdoms, 
the confederation, and other countries as well (Werner 1977:151).  This was a 
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moment of great uncertainty for the German kingdoms, convincing many German 
people in Bavaria to immigrate to the United States.  
 The term “German” can be confusing when looking at German-Americans.  
Because “Germans” emigrated to America before Germany became one unified 
country in 1871, it can be difficult to define who these people really were.  Should 
they be defined by the kingdom from which they originated? Or as “Germans”?  
For the purpose of this paper, most of the research concerns the region of 
Bavaria, from which the Zieglers originated.  However, some other German 
generalities are made because even though German speaking people came from 
different regions and spoke different dialects, they did appear to continue to 
share their language and similar customs despite their differences (Fogleman 
1996:86).  For this reason, in this paper, the general term “German” is used 
pertaining to German speaking people.   
 Germans moved to Jamestown as early as 1611 (Davis-DuBois and 
Schweppe 1936:27). The numbers of Germans moving into America increased 
more by the mid-seventeenth century, many into Dutch and English territories.  
Many of the first Germans were of a religious affiliation, moving to America to 
settle in communities, such as the Mennonites and the Quakers. By the 
eighteenth century a “continuous stream” of Germans were emigrating to 
America (Davis-DuBois and Schweppe 1936:33). By 1750, sections of New York 
and Pennsylvania held communities of German immigrants, including 
Germantown of Pennsylvania. From the east coast, the immigrants moved 
through the Valley of Virginia and then further west (Wittke 1952:6). Many of the 
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original German immigrants turned to farming, much like the Germans in the 
region of Ste. Genevieve (Wittke 1952:7). During the nineteenth century, 
“socioeconomical” reasons played a significant role in German families’ decision 
to emigrate as well (Moltmann 1985:15).  
 The early emigrating Germans did not always find an easy trip to the New 
World.  One popular method of paying for transportation was the Redemption 
System. A wealthier man would pay for the passage fees for the German 
emigrant, in exchange for a year or more of services or labor (Moltmann 
1985:16). This system sometimes had negative results. Many were tricked or 
promised inexpensive travel by ship, only to find themselves stuck at sea with no 
money, starving, sick, and even sold into captivity (Davis-DuBois and Schweppe 
1936:35). Even some better-off Germans had their luggage and belongings 
stolen at sea, forcing them into serfdom upon arrival in America (Faust 1927:69). 
However, by the 1820s the Redemption system fell out of use. New shipping 
laws and guidelines provided safer passages for emigrants, but also took away 
the previous inexpensive method for German emigrants to move to America 
(Moltmann 1985:16).  
 Because of the new transportation guidelines, the type of German 
emigrants changed as well.  Poor emigrants could now no longer afford to move 
to America, unless paid for by their families or the state (Moltmann 1985:17-18).  
Mostly it was Germans who could afford the payment for transport on their own 
or sold their property for the payment, who immigrated to America (Moltmann 
1985:18).  
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 By the early eighteenth century, Germans, especially Catholic Germans, 
began moving into French Louisiana. Many of them came after reading the 
writings encouraging Germans to move into the area for the rich lands available 
(Davis-DuBois and Schweppe 1936:37). People labeled Neuländer (Newlanders) 
commonly distributed pamphlets and convinced German people to move to 
America.  However, not every person was honest about the immigration 
experience and embellished their experiences in America to receive money from 
ship owners (Faust 1927: 61). Some governments even outlawed the Neuländer 
from working in their kingdoms (Faust 1927:62). Germans, compared to other 
ethnicities, were encouraged to relocate to lands to the west because of their 
great farming abilities and accomplishments observed in Pennsylvania and other 
areas of the New World.   
 In 1817, 60,000 people resided in the territory that would become 
Missouri. By 1821, when Missouri became a state, still no Germans were 
documented to have settled in the new state.  But, in 1824, Gottfried Duden 
traveled to Missouri to start a home (Faust 1927:440).  Beginning in 1824, while 
living on his farm in Warren County, Missouri (located just under 200 miles 
northwest of Ste.Genevieve), he wrote a novel describing his journey to Missouri 
and a romanticized description of the available land.  His novel was titled, 
Berichte über eine Reise nach den westlichen Staaten Nordamerikas und einen 
mehrjährigen Aufenthalt am Missouri (Report on a Journey to the Western States 
of North America and a stay of Several Years Along the Missouri) (Faust 
1927:441). Duden’s book promoted the immigration of other educated Germans 
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to the western territories in America, especially Missouri.  He hoped that with the 
immigration of more of his fellow Germans that they could make a new 
“Germania” in Missouri, saying that: 
If a small city were founded with the intention of serving the American 
Germans as a center of culture, one would soon see a rejuvenated 
Germania arise and the European Germans would then have a second 
country here, such as the British have (Duden 1980:179).  
 
Though this was a highly “romanticized” book about Missouri, it enticed many 
different professions and types of Germans to the Midwest of America (Davis-
DuBois and Schweppe 1936:55). Gottfried Duden (1980:127) also encouraged 
Germans to move into Missouri because of the abundance of salt and other 
types of fuel besides wood, like coal. 
 Other sources promoted the emigration to the New World as well. 
Magazines or journals such as Allgemeine Auswanderungszeitung of Rudolfstadt 
and Der Deutsche Auswanderer of Frankfurt advertised the trip to America and 
where new emigrants could purchase land (Wyman 1984:59).  Personal letters 
from friends and family who had already moved to America also enticed 
Germans to emigrate.  In the early nineteeth century, many German leaders 
would confiscate any letters that they might come across that were convincing 
Germans to move to America (Wyman 1984:59).     
 Beginning in 1825, a wave of German immigrants moved into Missouri.  
According to the Missouri Republican, by 1837, 30,000 Germans had moved into 
Missouri, with 6,000 living in St. Louis (Rowan and Primm 1983:4).  From 1830 to 
1848, a wave of educated Germans immigrated to Missouri.  They were coined 
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the “Latin settlement” because they grew up learning Latin and Greek.  The 
group consisted of “barons and counts, engineers, preachers, artists, and other 
representatives of the cultivated German classes” (van Ravenswaay 1977:31).  
Once these new immigrants moved to Missouri and other western states, they 
were forced to learn how to farm and other forms of labor (Faust 1927:442). By 
1850, the German population in America was at 573,225 and quickly rose to 
1,302,136 in 1860 (Wyman 1984:50).  In Ste. Genevieve were settled 
predominately Catholic Germans from the region of Baden, in southwestern 
Germany (Kamphoefner 1988:186).   By the middle of the nineteenth century, it 
is believed that more Germans lived in the area of Ste. Genevieve than French, 
because they were attracted to its exceptional agricultural potential (Franzwa 
1998:103).  
 The Germans did not arrive into certain regions with open arms.  They 
were put down and expected to assimilate to the culture and ways of living of the 
dominant group.  Some German people, like Friedrich Kapp who immigrated in 
1848, supported the full assimilation into American culture, and believed the 
isolated groups of German culture would eventually fail (Wittke 1952:179). 
However, many Germans were determined to preserve their cultural ways 
including their language, foodways, language, religion, and many other trait to 
“overcome any feeling of inferiority” (Wittke 1952:59).  Karl Heinzen was said to 
have commented at a public lecture in Boston in 1866 that “one might hate 
Germany and leave it, [as he and other Forty-eighters had done], but one could 
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never deny one’s nationality, because it was deeply rooted in a man’s blood, his 
education, and the history and traditions of his people” (Wittke 1952:180).  
 
Janis-Ziegler House/Green Tree Tavern 
 
 Nicolas Janis, a wealthy older French gentleman, moved his family to New 
Ste. Genevieve in 1790 (Cox 2009:6).  He quickly built what we know today as 
the Janis-Ziegler House in a French vernacular architectural style.  François was 
given the property in 1796, and his father, Nicolas, died several years later in 
1804 (Cox 2009:9; Hawkins 2007:32).  The Janis-Ziegler house was the meeting 
place for the first Freemasons in Missouri; beginning in 1807, meetings were held 
in the Green Tree Tavern that operated in one end of the building (Cox 2009:9). 
In 1833, after the death of François, his heirs sold the house to Mathias Ziegler 
(Cox 2009:11).   
 Mathias and Barbara Ziegler originally came from the village of 
Weingarten located near Stadt Brutzel located on the Main River in the region of 
Bavaria (Petition by Mathias and Barbara Ziegler 1827). They moved to Ste. 
Genevieve in the 1820s (Hawkins 2007: 34; Federal Census 1830, 1860).  As 
mentioned previously, the 1820s were a time of economic and political instability 
in Bavaria and the rest of Germany. By 1827, Mathias had entered into business 
with Felix Valle, a prominent French merchant in town.  Mathias Ziegler and his 
family moved into the Janis-Ziegler  
15 
 
Figure 1.1. Janis-Ziegler House and Surrounding Property in the 1880s (SHSM 
1880) 
 
house in 1833, using it for a residence as well as the location of their wholesale 
tobacco business (Cox 2009:12).  When Mathias died in 1835 at the age of 39, 
his wife, Barbara, took over the family business and the estate, and with their 
children operated the tobacco business until the early 1850s (Hawkins 2007; Cox 
2009; Federal Census 1850).  At his death, Mathias left six children—John 
Alexander, Francis J., Louis, Mary A., and Charles (Federal Census 1850).   In 
1860, Francis Ziegler purchased the house from his mother, Barbara. Francis 
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had married Josephine Moreau, a daughter from a nearby French family, in 
1856. Together they had four daughters and one son.   While in their possession, 
Francis and Josephine remodeled the house in Victorian fashion (Scott 2009: 
personal communication).  In 1883, Josephine Moreau Ziegler died; Francis J. 
Ziegler died seven years later, in 1900.  The Ziegler home was willed to his four 
daughters and stayed in the Ziegler family until 1939, when Josephine and Helen 
Ziegler, grand-daughters of Francis, sold the property to the Moranville family 
(Cox 2009:14). After this, the building passed through several owners unrelated 
to the Ziegler family.  
 The Janis-Ziegler/Green Tree Tavern site (23G272) has gone through 
many changes throughout the centuries. The generational and family changes at 
this site may reveal some answers to the questions I have proposed concerning 
the extent that the Ziegler family showed their German ethnicity throughout the 
nineteenth century. 
 
Historical Archaeology of German-American Sites 
Moravians in Wachovia 
 One German-speaking group, for which there is some archaeological 
evidence, is the Moravians who settled in North Carolina in 1753.  The Moravians 
first moved to America in 1736 as a small settlement in Georgia.  Because of the 
pressures from their neighbors and military (they refused to fight in the war with 
the Spanish), by 1740 they had moved to Pennsylvania.  From Pennsylvania, a 
small group of eleven Moravians moved to North Carolina, while the remainder 
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continued to live in Pennsylvania.  They first settled in the town of Bethabara.  
From there, they established Bethania and then Salem, the appointed central 
town in the region of Wachovia (Murtagh 1967: 6-7).  Stanley South was the first 
to excavate the Moravian settlement in Wachovia, beginning in 1963 (South 
1999).  His primary focus during his first years of excavating was uncovering the 
pottery shop of master potter Gottfried Aust from 1756. 
 The Moravians were known for their isolation from other groups, and 
therefore, writings about the Moravians by other groups are not common. 
However, the Moravians kept their own records, which Dr. Adelaide Fries 
translated into eight volumes of the Records of the Moravians in North Carolina 
(1922).  Because of the Moravian leaders’ excessive control over their 
townspeople, their isolation has been a major point of research throughout the 
years.  However, as historically documented, over time they began to interact 
more with the surrounding communities, their German identity less visible within 
archaeological data (Thomas 1994). 
 
The Gibbs Farmstead  
The Gibbs Farmstead was a German-American farmstead in Knox 
County, Tennessee, with a considerable amount of documentary and 
archaeological material available. The Nicholas Gibbs site was first excavated 
during the spring and summer of 1987 by Charles Faulkner (1988) and again in 
1988. Mark D. Groover uses both the historical resources and archaeological 
material, in An Archaeological Study of Rural Capitalism and Material Life: The 
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Gibbs Farmstead in Southern Appalachia, 1790-1920 (2003).  He develops a 
detailed family chronology with the help of historical records and oral history, in 
order to better understand what was happening on the Gibbs farmstead during 
the nineteenth century on an economic level.  He also touches on world systems 
theory and how it relates to his archaeological study of the Gibbs farmstead.   
 
Germans in the Southern Colonies 
 Rita Folse Elliott and Daniel T. Elliott (2002) focus on eighteenth-century 
German immigrants in the southern colonies. The article focuses on both the 
history and archaeological materials of German ethnic groups in the southern 
colonies, to understand how they contributed to southern culture (Elliott and 
Elliott 2002:80). Germans are not typically researched in colonial archaeology or 
history, making this article one of the few.  Identifying German ethnic traits 
proves to be difficult since the Germans moved into regions economically and 
politically controlled by other colonizing groups, such as the English (Elliott and 
Elliott 2002:88).  Elliott and Elliott (2002) identify these ethnic traits when looking 
at the architecture, ceramics, and medicines found in these German settlements 
in the southern colonies.  The authors state that through these three areas of 
material culture, German ethnicity may be identified archaeologically. 
 
The Swiss-Appenzellers 
 Bruce Penner (1997) focuses on another German speaking group, the 
Swiss-Appenzellers.  He follows the theories proposed by Eriksen (1992), 
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explaining that when looking for ethnicity, archaeologists should not look at 
isolated groups, but look at the “boundaries” and interaction between the groups.  
Eriksen (1992:30) states that “the fundamental aspect of ethnicity is the very act 
of communicating and maintaining cultural differences.” Eriksen identifies the 
importance of looking at “ethnic signs” at the point of interaction (1992:32).  
Bruce Penner (1997:266) agrees with looking at the boundaries in ethnicity 
research, and states that “Ethnic social identities are most visible in response to 
change, and so it is that during change ethnicity will be most visible in the 
archaeological record.”  In order to look at these boundaries and the ways the 
Swiss-Appenzellers changed once they immigrated to the southern colonies, he 
first describes the pre-immigration lifeways.  Next he compares these past 
lifeways - foodways, architecture, livelihood, spatial organization, etc. - to the 
archaeological data found from their settlements in the southern colonies of 
America.  Penner (1997) did this to better understand what aspects of Swiss-
Appenzeller ethnicity they continued to incorporate and which aspects they 
chose to change.    
 Penner (1997) also discusses another practice for continuing ethnic 
identity in the New World, inheritance practices.  He explains the difference 
between partible inheritance and impartible inheritance.   Partible inheritance is 
the more equal form of inheritance for the heirs. In this practice, the female and 
male heirs may split the movable assets while male heirs split the land.   In some 
cases, every child, regardless of gender, may receive equal assets.  Impartible 
inheritance is when only one heir, usually the eldest son, receives all of the 
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assets (Penner 1997: 300).  Penner (1997) examines the pre-immigration 
inheritance practices and then compares them to those in the new settlements 
over time.  In this way, Penner (1997) illustrates how inheritance practices can be 
considered when researching ethnicity in the colonial period. 
 
CRM work on German Sites: Site 11MO779, Site 11MO792, Site 11MO77ON  
Between 1990 and 1994, Thomas E. Emerson led an investigation 
through the Illinois Transportation Archaeological Research Program, conducting 
Phase I and Phase II archaeological investigations of a route between Columbia 
and Waterloo, Illinois, on the eastern side of the Mississippi, northeast of Ste. 
Genevieve (Gums 2009).  Three main sites were investigated, 11MO779, 
11MO770N, and 11MO792.  Two of these sites were inhabited by people of 
German ancestry during the mid- to late-nineteenth century (11MO779, 
11MO792).  The other site was inhabited by an American born family of German 
decent (11MO770N).  
After Phase I and Phase II investigations, the research showed that these 
sites were farmsteads from the early to late nineteenth century (Gums 2009:1).  
German families began moving into this region in the 1830s, as they did on the 
other side of the river in Ste. Genevieve (Gums 2009:6).  Site 11MO779 is 
located two miles southeast of Columbia, Illinois (Gums 2009:19). This site was 
inhabited by Franz and Mary Boehme, a couple from Hanover, who bought the 
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property in 1851 (Gums 2009:19). On the farmstead the Boehme family operated 
a grocery and later a tavern until 1871 (Gums 2009:21).  
Several families lived on site 11MO792 throughout the nineteenth century.  
One family, the Gaertner family, lived on the farmstead from 1854 to 1873.  Four 
of the household members were recorded to have been born in Germany, while 
the children of the house were born in America (Gums 2009:121).  These sites 
are another example of German families immigrating to the Midwest during the 
1830s.   
 
Other German Sites in Ste. Genevieve 
The Delassus-Kern house was investigated in 1997 by the Middle 
Mississippi Survey project, conducted by Murray State University’s Wickliffe 
Mounds Research Center and Southeast Missouri State University (Wesler 
1999:67). The primary research question was who was the builder and original 
inhibitors of the Delassus-Kern house? The house was built in the French style 
originally affiliated with the earlier resident, Pierre Delassus DeLuziere in the late 
eighteenth century. However, the 1997 Middle Mississippi Survey project 
concluded that the house was most likely constructed in the 1830s by Martin 
Sweek (Wesler 1999:86). The Delassus family passed down the residence 
through several generations, then sold the property to various other people not 
related to the family in the 1830s.  In 1855, the German immigrant Kern family 
purchased the property, including the house and a working plantation, for $1000 
(Wesler 1999:70). The Kern family lived at this residence for over one hundred 
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years. Throughout the Kern ownership, they made many improvements to the 
French style house, including a second story and an orchard next to the house 
(Wesler 1999:70).  
After reviewing Hawkins (2006) and Cox’s (2009) theses, I developed 
several research questions.  First, to what degree did the Ziegler family express 
their ethnicity while living at the Janis-Ziegler house?  Second, is it possible to 
reveal the Ziegler’s German ethnicity from the material culture from the site? The 
Zieglers arrived in Ste. Genevieve in the early nineteenth century, just as many 
other Germans were immigrating to America.  However, the Ziegler family chose 
to live in a French dominated town, unlike most other Germans who moved into 
areas amongst other German immigrants.  Therefore, through these questions, 








 In my research, I hoped to answer two questions: did the Ziegler family 
show their ethnicity in the archaeological and historical record, and to what 
degree and method did they show their ethnicity? In order to answer these two 
questions, three theoretical approaches were used: the archaeology of identity, 
consumer behavior, and landscape archaeology.  This research looks at 
nineteenth-century newspapers, the archaeological record from the Janis-Ziegler 
house/Green Tree Tavern (23SG272), and the wills and probate inventories from 
the Ziegler family in order to identify whether or not the Zieglers showed any 
distinct ethnic identity while occupying the Janis-Ziegler site.  These materials 
were analyzed using the theories of identity archaeology, consumer behavior and 
also the growing theory of landscape archaeology.   
 
Archaeology of Identity 
 My research concerns the archaeology of identity, with a primary focus on 
ethnic identity.  The archaeology of identity explores different social identities and 
the “relationships” between different groups (Meskell 2001:188). In archaeology it 
is important to look at different groups of people because, “archaeologists can 
illuminate the lives of anonymous social groups within increasingly complex, 
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modern societies” (Orser 2004:239). Ethnicity is one of these groups.  The word 
ethnicity has had many explanations throughout the years and amongst scholars.  
In historical archaeology an ethnic group can be best explained as “an 
assemblage of people who share enough physical and cultural characteristics to 
define themselves as ‘us,’ and to define everyone else as ‘them’” (Orser 
2004:251). Identifying different ethnic groups in the material culture has proven 
difficult in the past. For this reason, many historical archaeologists have focused 
on finding “ethnic markers,” in order to identify an ethnic group in the material 
culture.  Charles Orser, Jr. (2004:252) describes ‘ethnic markers’ as “individual 
artifacts or groups of artifacts that can undeniably indicate the presence of 
certain ethnic groups at archaeological sites.” However, even ethnic markers are 
always changing and can be difficult to assign an ethnicity or group.   
 In historical archaeology of North America, scholars have focused on 
finding evidence of the ethnic identity of the French (e.g., Mann 2008; Nassaney 
2008; Scott 2001a; Steen 2002), and increasingly of Africans (e.g., Babson 1990; 
Fennell 2000; Ferguson 1992; McDavid 2002).  However, evidence of German 
ethnicity has been largely ignored by historical archaeologists except for a few 
articles and monographs (e.g., Groover 1994; Elliott and Elliott 2002; Penner 
1997; South 1977).   
 Past studies of ethnicity in America have focused on architecture (Groover 
1994, 2003; Elliott and Elliott 2002; Penner 1997; Mann 2008), foodways (Scott 
2001b; Groover 1994; Dietler 2007), and ceramics (Elliott and Elliott 2002; 
Ferguson 1992).  Charles van Ravenswaay (1977:13) wrote that the new 
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German immigrants probably felt isolated to some extent from the other ethnic 
groups living around them, allowing them to keep some of their old German 
customs. For this reason, I hope to identify whether the Ziegler family showed 
their ethnicity while living at the Janis-Ziegler house/Green Tree Tavern.  
 The Zieglers purchased a house in the French style from the Janis family, 
and therefore, architecture may not be useful in analyzing ethnicity in this case.  
This was a common situation because the French and then the Anglo-Americans 
moved into the Mississippi Valley first, constructing buildings in their traditions 
before the Germans moved into the region (van Ravenswaay 1977:19). 
However, probate records may reveal how the Zieglers used their living space. 
Currently faunal analysis is being conducted on the materials excavated from the 
Janis/Ziegler house.  Faunal remains may reveal the dietary habits of the Ziegler 
family, which could then be compared to those from other German households, 
such as the Gibbs farmstead (Groover 2003), and possibly compared to faunal 
remains from a contemporaneous French household.  At other sites, ceramics 
have been useful in identifying consumer choice in relation to ethnicity (Elliott and 
Elliott 2002; Groover 2003; Mann 2008).  By the 1830s, Ste. Genevieve’s 
markets were dominated by British goods; therefore, the Zieglers were not 
purchasing German ceramics.  However, the type and style of British ceramics 
they purchased may still reveal the German consumer choices of the Ziegler 
family in the nineteenth century, as will be explained further in the methodology. 
  Inheritance practices may be another source for identifying the 
persistence of German ethnicity among the Ziegler family members. Bruce R. 
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Penner (1997) investigated inheritance practices to examine ethnicity and 
change over time.  Penner (1997) used the work by S. Gross (1996) to 
understand German inheritance practices.  Gross (1996:196) investigated two 
townships in central Minnesota that were settled by German Catholics from 
various regions in what became Germany, including Bavaria.   In his 
investigation, Gross (1996:211) found that the “values” of the German Catholics 
transferred from Germany to their new homes in Minnesota.  Gross (1996:197) 
stated that German immigrants from Bavaria maintained impartible inheritance 
practices, which is the passing down of property to a single heir, usually the 
eldest son.  Gross (1996:194) believed that German-American inheritance 
practices may be different from those of other ethnic groups.  Other ethnic 
groups may be more “aggressive” economically, focusing on being 
“entrepreneurs,” relying less on keeping farmland within their families and more 
on social growth in a community.  For this reason, inheritance practices may 
reveal another method the Zieglers showed their ethnicity.  
 The Ziegler family was not like other German immigrant families in 
Missouri, and they decided to move into the French dominated town of Ste. 
Genevieve and not a German settlement.  They also conducted business in 
partnership with a prominent French family in town, the Vallé family.  For this 
reason, the German ethnicity of the Ziegler family in the archaeological and 
historical record may not be as visible or apparent as it would be for Germans 
living in the German towns elsewhere in Missouri.  However, this search may 
shed some light on how Germans interacted with non-Germans in French-
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dominated regions, and how this was transcribed in the archaeological and 




 Consumer behavior is best defined as “the behavior that consumers 
display in searching for, using, evaluating, and disposing of products, services, 
and ideas which they expect will satisfy their needs” (Schiffman and Kanuk 
1987:6). Consumer behavior is an important area of study for historical 
archaeologists because archaeologists come into contact with consumer goods 
in their research regularly.  Archaeologists can study the consumer by looking at 
the physical goods the consumer left behind. Though consumer behavior did not 
start as an anthropological theory, it is related to social behavior (Henry 1991:3). 
The main aspect of consumer behavior in which archaeologists can play a role is 
“post-use disposition” (Henry 1991:4). This could include re-use, disposal, or loss 
of the item (Henry 1991:5). Historical archaeologists not only look at the 
archaeological record, but also look at probate records, wills, newspapers, 
inventory books, and other historical documents to study commodities and what 
they meant to different people (Orser 2004:103).  
 The “decision to consume” can be explained by two factors: external 
influences and internal influences (Henry 1991:4). The external influences are 
the aspects archaeologists research, especially in the area of the social and 
cultural importance.  Ethnicity is one external influence which may affect the 
consumer behavior of a person. The internal influence is much more difficult for 
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archaeologists to study, since it deals with the psychological aspect of the 
consumer (Henry 1991:9). 
 In the last two decades, historical archaeologists have focused on 
commodities and the consumer revolution (McCracken 1988; Orser 2004; 
Yentsch and Beaudry 2001; Pogue 2001; Shackel and Little 1992; Pendery 
1992; Cook, Yamin, and McCarthy 1996; Henry 1991). Historical archaeologists 
have started to focus on looking at the meaning behind consumption and not just 
what was being consumed and disposed (Cook, Yamin, and McCarthy 1996:50). 
They have also begun to look at how people in the past used consumer goods to 
show their identity or status (Pogue 2001:51; Pendery 1992:66). Cook, Yamin, 
and McCarthy (1996:51) best state the use of historical archaeology for the study 
of consumption: 
The class and ethnic differences between occupants of archaeological 
sites provided the opportunity to explore the material expression of class 
and ethnicity, a promise that has not yet been fully realized, but which 
constitutes, at this writing, an ongoing project within the discipline.  For 
this reason, consumerism has been an increasing focus by historical 
archaeologists throughout the years.  
 
 Consumerism was not only what people were purchasing, but knowing 
how to use the products.  Knowing how to properly use an item might separate 
you in a different social group (Martin 1996:76). For example, the elite would use 
consumer goods to separate themselves from other classes, making it more 
complex at mealtimes to show they were part of an elite group (Martin 1996:78). 
Therefore, consumer goods became “social and behavioral props” which 
archaeologists can analyze (Martin 1996:79). As stated by Ann Smart Martin 
(1996:82), “Material objects matter because they are complex symbolic bundles 
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of social, cultural, and individual meaning fused into something we can see, 
touch, and own.” These “material objects” become what archaeologists work with 
today.  
 However, not every person acts in the same manner, and consumer 
goods and their meanings are always changing.  Consumerism is reflected 
differently from one region to the other as well as from one individual to another 
(Pogue 2001:53). In the same way, consumer goods may have different 
meanings to people throughout time (Shackel and Little 1992:8). This not only 
makes studying consumer goods more complex, but more complicated when 
drawing connections from one region or time to another.   
 
Consumer Behavior and Newspapers 
 
 At the Gibbs farmstead in Knox County, Tennessee, Mark Groover (2005) 
looked at consumerism in Appalachia.  He showed that printed advertisements 
reached their peak, being as prominent as they are in today’s society, by the third 
quarter of the nineteenth century (2005:260). However, printed advertisements 
were infiltrating U.S. newspapers even earlier than the nineteenth century, and 
played a prominent role amongst newly immigrating Germans.  
 Newspapers were an important aspect of German life.  At the end of the 
eighteenth century, after the Revolutionary Era, German newspapers began to 
be more popular, especially in Maryland and Pennsylvania (Fogleman 1996:149). 
Many intellectual German immigrants worked in the newspaper as a source of 
income when they first moved to America (Wittke 1952:262). This being so, the 
production of German newspapers doubled between the years 1848 to 1852 
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(Wittke 1952:262). The height of German press in America was between the 
years 1850 to 1870, after which German language newspapers started to go into 
decline (Wittke 1952:263). As early as 1845, already two German newspapers 
came out daily in St. Louis (Faust 1927:447-448).  Early on, many German 
newspapers in America were only German translations of English newspapers. 
Also, many German newspapers focused on political stances (Wittke 1952:264). 
Many of the more popular German newspapers were eventually taken over by 
American publishers for a profit, which included English advertisements, but 
allowed for the continuation of a German newspaper in America (Wittke 
1952:270). These advertisements made up the majority of the newspapers in the 
eighteenth and early nineteenth century (Jones 1993:25). They give insight into 
what goods the English and German households were purchasing and using 
during this time. In Ste. Genevieve, two German papers were produced in the 
nineteenth century, Freie Presse and Herold.  These newspapers and the 
advertisements printed within them may reveal some typical consumer habits of 




 Landscape analysis became a focus amongst archaeologists beginning in 
the 1950s when Gordon Willey (1953) published his work Prehistoric Settlement 
Patterns in the Viru Valley, Peru.  He believed that social and cultural influences 
played a part in landscape formation (Shackel 2003:4) By the 1970s, 
archaeologists were focusing on the functional uses people associated with the 
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different areas of their landscapes (Shackel 2003:4).  Archaeologists revealed 
that people used their landscapes for many different purposes throughout history, 
e.g. cooking, production, and to show wealth or control (Zierden 1996:287). By 
the 1980s, landscape archaeology took on a whole new purpose: to preserve the 
landscapes and gardens of “great men” from America’s past (Shackel 2003:4). 
The use of Geographic Information System technology has helped improve this 
purpose of landscape archaeology, making it easier to map out landscapes 
(Shackel 2003:6). By uncovering the environment people lived in, archaeologists 
can reveal aspects about a society in much the same way that other artifacts 
reveal aspects about a people. Therefore, landscape archaeology has a 
permanent place in historical archaeology and can contribute to understanding 
the Ziegler family at the Janis-Ziegler House/Green Tree Tavern.   
 Three theoretical approaches are used when researching the ethnicity of 
the Ziegler family at the Janis-Ziegler house: identity archaeology, consumer 
behavior, and landscape archaeology. With identity archaeology, the primary 
focus is on the ethnic identity of the family. Consumer behavior and the rise of 
consumerism and newspapers also play a role in my research.  Lastly, landscape 
archaeology is used by analyzing the Ziegler use of space at the Janis-Ziegler 
house, and how this may reveal their ethnic identity.  With these three 
approaches in mind, I researched the archaeological and historical data relevant 




 Research was performed on nineteenth-century English and German 
newspapers from Ste. Genevieve, the Ziegler probate inventory, census records, 
the Ziegler wills, and the archaeological assemblage.  The primary research was 
done with the English and German newspapers, focusing on the Fair Play (in 
English), the Ste. Genevieve Democrat (in English), Herald (in English and 
German), Freie Presse (in German), and Herold (in German). The English 
newspaper advertisements and the German newspaper advertisements were 
then examined and compared to find potential indicators of ethnic preferences. 
These observations were then considered when analyzing the archaeological 
record from the Ziegler Occupation (1833-1900) and the Ziegler and Late 
Occupation (1850-present) contexts and the Ziegler probate inventory.  Together 
the newspaper, archaeological, and other historical data provide an answer to 
whether the Ziegler family showed their ethnicity despite living and working 





  For the Ste. Genevieve newspaper analysis, I reviewed a sample from 
the Fair Play (in English), the Ste. Genevieve Democrat (in English), Herald (in 
English and German), Herold (in German), and Freie Press (in German).  I 
looked at papers fromevery three years between 1850 and 1895. The 
newspapers were held at the Missouri Historical Society Archives in St. Louis, 
the State Historical Society of Missouri in Rolla, and the Ste. Genevieve Branch 
Library.  Obtaining copies of these newspapers was conducted through 
interlibrary loan as well as traveling to St. Louis and Ste. Genevieve.  I 
photocopied and then scanned each newspaper issue, to better analyze each 
advertisement.  
 Whenever possible, I looked at the newspaper issue dated just prior to 
Christmas to reveal any specific consumer items the Germans may have 
traditionally used for the holiday.  Germans were fond of festivals and other 
celebrations throughout the year, none more than Christmas. Albert Bernhardt 
Faust (1927:474) commented that Germans had shown Americans the “joy of 
living,” putting much effort into their “merrymaking, festivals, and the Christmas 
celebration.”  Rachel Davis-DuBois and Emma Schweppe (1972:80) discussed 
that though German traditions may have deteriorated once the family 
transplanted to the New World, German holiday customs were continued 
amongst German-Americans.  In the Fair Play from December 23, 1875, the 
newspaper published an article explaining “Christmas in Germany.” The article 
begins by explaining how big a simple birthday celebration is for a small village, 
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with the townspeople providing lush gifts and celebrating with song and dance 
throughout the day for a schoolmaster’s birthday. By explaining such a grand 
festival for a birthday, the author helps you imagine how grand the Christmas 
holiday might have been for Germans as well.   
Add to these domestic occasions the public festive days of the Church and 
the State, and you can imagine that German life has holidays enough.  
Christmas and similar days are occasions of incredible festivities 
throughout Germany.  Santa Claus has no better dominion (Fair Play, 23 
December 1875).  
 
The holiday was so important to the Germans that in the 1860’s, in areas settled 
by Germans in America, stores and businesses closed on Christmas Day (Wittke 
1952:286). Germans even made the custom of decorating Christmas trees the 
grand tradition it is today amongst most Americans. Also, the tradition of sending 
Christmas cards to family and friends was first started by the German gentleman, 
Louis Prang, in the 1840’s (Wittke 1952:286). Therefore, I focused the 
newspaper analysis around newspaper issues from the Christmas season, to find 
material item related to these ethnic holiday traditions.  
 For the Fair Play, I analyzed the newspapers from 1872-1880. For the 
Herald, I analyzed newspapers from 1883-1901. These dates were chosen 
because the Herold is only available beginning in 1882; however, I also looked at 
the Fair Play beginning in June 14, 1872, since that one issue is available.  I also 
looked at the Freie Press from July 22, 1876, the Democrat from June 8, 1850, 
because few of these issues were available within the time frame being 
researched.   I would have liked to use earlier issues in my analysis, but few pre-
1870 Ste. Genevieve newspapers were preserved or available for research.  
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  To analyze the advertisements from the German and the English 
newspapers, I made an Access spreadsheet recording the specific products or 
items being advertised, separating them into specific categories: Household 
Maintenance-Ceramics, Household Maintenance-Glass, Household 
Maintenance-Other, Architecture, Household Furnishings, Clothing, Personal 
Items, Household Production Activity, Household Production Activity For Sale, 
Pharmaceuticals, Foodstuffs, and Alcohol. This is a variation of the categories 
originally used by Meredith Hawkins (2007) to search for ethnicity the Ziegler 
household.  She used the categories:  ceramics, glass, beads, metal, 
clinker/cinder, coal, construction material, “tumbled” materials, animal remains, 
and plant remains.  These categories are also similar to those used by Stanley 
South (1978) in his search for patterns of cultural processes at domestic sites. 
However, I made my categories according to ethnic attributes in the newspapers.   
I limited my newspaper analysis to the advertisements defined as a paid 
announcement, or goods for sale, in the newspapers.  Therefore, I did not 
include items/services done free of charge, notices to the public that are not 
selling goods or services, or job listings. I separated the German and the English 
newspapers and the German-English newspaper into three databases (the 
German-English newspaper is the Ste. Genevieve Herald once it became half in 
German and half in English), in order to better compare and contrast the 
advertisements between the different language groups. Using the conclusions 
drawn from the newspaper analysis, I analyzed other historical data and the 
archaeological record.   
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Additional Archival Analysis 
 Along with the newspaper analysis, I analyzed the Ziegler probate 
inventory, Ste. Genevieve census records, and the Ziegler family wills. Meredith 
Hawkins and Dr. Elizabeth Scott previously gathered these documents from the 
Ste. Genevieve County Archives, the Missouri Historical Society in St. Louis, and 
the Western Manuscript Collection at the University of Missouri at Rolla. With the 
probate inventory, I categorized each entry into the same Access database 
template as the newspaper advertisements.  With conclusions drawn from the 
newspaper analysis, I looked at the probate inventory categories to reveal 
whether the Zieglers showed either English or German ethnic preferences.  
 In the second stage of my analysis, I looked at the wills of Mathias Ziegler 
(1835), Francis Ziegler (1897), and Joseph C. Ziegler (1925), to identify the 
inheritance practices used by the Ziegler family throughout the generations. 
Other research has shown that inheritance practices can be sensitive to a 
family’s ethnicity, especially German families (Groover 2003; Penner 1997; 
Gross 1996).  I also wanted to reveal whether these inheritance practices 
changed throughout the generations. I also compared the Ziegler inheritance 
practices to French practices in Ste. Genevieve. Inheritance practices may reveal 
another way in which the Ziegler family expressed their ethnicity or chose to 
acculturate after a few generations.   
 I also review the business ledgers for Valle and Ziegler currently held by 
the Missouri Historical Society, noting when the Mathias Ziegler business ledgers 
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changed from recording business in German to recording it in English, and what 
this means about each generation of the Ziegler family.   
 
Artifact Analysis 
I looked at the artifacts from the 2006-2009 field seasons for the 
archaeological analysis.  I took the artifact analysis from the Janis-Ziegler site 




Figure 3.1. Map of the Janis-Ziegler/Green Tree Tavern Site (23SG272) 
Courtesy of Meredith Hawkins 
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Unit 150R0 is located on the southeast portion of the property behind the Janis-
Ziegler house.  Unit 110R30 was located directly east of the house, just off the 
gallery or porch (Hawkins 2007:42).The levels associated with the Ziegler 
occupation were analyzed by Hawkins (2007). She used ceramics to identify 
which levels were part of the Ziegler occupation, because ceramics offered the 
most accurate dates (Hawkins 2007:47). Hawkins then provided a list of 
minimum number of vessels (MNV) for each unit, in order to figure out the mean 
ceramic date (MCD) for each level (Hawkins 2007:48). She also utilized other 
artifacts, like tarpaper/asphalt shingles, in order to differentiate between the Janis 
occupation and the Ziegler occupation levels (Hawkins 2007:53). She concluded 
that each unit (110R30 and 150R0) had three occupational periods (Hawkins 
2007:54): 
 
 110R30:  Janis Occupation (1790-1833)-Levels 7-13 
   Ziegler Occupation (1833-1900)-Levels 5 & 6 
   Ziegler and Late Occupation (1850-present)-Levels 1-4 
 
 150R0:  Janis Occupation (1790-1833)-Levels 10 & 11 
   Ziegler Occupation (1833-1900)-Levels 5-9 
   Ziegler and Late Occupation (1850-present)-Levels 1-4 
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Therefore, I used the artifacts associated with the levels considered to be the 
Ziegler Occupation and the Ziegler and Late Occupation, according to Hawkins’s 
research.    
 I put the archaeological findings into the same categories as the 
newspaper and probate inventory analysis.  Then I compared the findings from 
the newspaper analysis to the archaeological record from the Ziegler house.   If 
the Ziegler family was using German-targeted items, this would reveal one way 
the Zieglers were emphasizing their ethnicity.    
 Like Matt Cox (2009) and Meredith Hawkins (2007), I take another look to 
see if I can find “Germanness” but also potentially “non-Germanness” in the 
archaeological collection.  Matt Cox analyzed the ceramics uncovered in the pre-
1900 Ziegler occupation (Cox 2009:80), and suggests that the ceramics reflected 
the French heritage of Josephine, who moved into the Ziegler house in 1856 
when she married Francis (Cox 2009:81-82).  I broadened Matt Cox’s research 
by looking at different material culture categories (not just ceramics) to compare 
to the newspaper advertisement categories. I expanded the time period from 
Matt Cox’s study by looking at the data from pre-1900 as well as post-1900, 
since the Ziegler occupation of the Janis/Ziegler house lasted until the late 
1930s.   
  I reviewed the newspapers that coincide with popular German holidays, 
hoping to find artifacts that relate to traditional holiday customs.  For example, 
winter celebrations included Fastnacht and Weihnachten (Christmas). Fastnacht 
was a winter holiday where usually the younger members of society dressed up 
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and wore masks while roaming their neighborhoods asking for goodies. For 
these holidays, immigrants made traditional doughnuts and cookies.  I also 
looked in the probate inventories and the artifacts to find evidence of the 
equipment necessary for making these desserts. For example, Springerle are 
cookies that Germans made during Weihnachten and other holidays.  In order to 
make these cookies, the person who is baking used a Springerle Roller or a 
board with imprinted designs that were transferred onto the cookie dough before 
baking.  Also, Germans were fond of baking Krapfen (doughnuts), especially 
during Fastnacht.  In order to make these desserts, the baker used a deep frying 
to fry the doughnuts. Items like these would be German ethnic markers. Finding 
these specific cooking utensils and dishes would show that the Zieglers 
continued to act like their other German neighbors in Ste. Genevieve.  
 Germans were also known for their frugality and cleanliness (Long 1972: 
2-3), sometimes holding onto possessions longer than they were in style in order 
to save money. This can be seen archaeologically by finding artifacts that 
predate others in the same level, showing the keeping of heirlooms.  Mark 
Groover (2003:167) suggests that economic position may be revealed when 
looking at ceramics and comparing them to the newspaper advertisements and 
national trends during this time. However, the German ethnic trait of frugality may 
hinder this; they may not have put their money in material items, but other 





 I also investigated further the traditional German use of space. Germans 
typically used their back or side doors more than front doors.  For this reason, 
they would extend their walk-way from the driveway to the back door (Coggeshall 
1986:194). Besides evidence of a walk way in this location, perhaps the number 
of artifacts found in the backyard units compared to the front units will show 
evidence of this preferred use of the back living space.  
 Cleanliness can also be seen by looking at the landscape.  Brian D. Crane 
(2000) suggests that refuse disposal may vary from one cultural group to 
another.  “Different groups of people may have responded differently to the 
evolving corpus of rules and common practice surrounding refuse disposal.  In 
addition, different standards may have been applied to yards used as workspace 
compared to yards used for gardens or recreation space” (Crane 2000:29). 
Therefore, fewer artifacts found in main living spaces, or negative data, in 
comparison to the work areas of the property, could indicate a concern with 
cleanliness.    
 
Summary 
 In summary, I compared the advertisements in the nineteenth-century 
English newspapers in Ste. Genevieve to the German newspapers, to find any 
German or English preferences as far as products being advertised. Then I 
compared these observations to find whether or not the Ziegler family showed  
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their ethnic identity in their probate inventories and archaeological record.  I also 
looked for any signs of “Germanness” or “non-Germanness” in the probate 
inventory and the archaeological record, as discussed previously.  This includes 
analyzing the probate records and the wills to identify the form of inheritance 
practices each Ziegler generation used, which may be another method for 
expressing ethnicity. I also analyzed the landscape use by the Ziegler family to 




















ANALYSIS OF DATA 
 This analysis will uncover to what degree the German Ziegler family 
expressed their ethnicity while living at the Janis-Ziegler house.  First, a review is 
conducted of each category from the newspaper analysis.  By comparing and 
contrasting the advertisements between the German and English newspapers, 
this process may reveal possible ethnic trends.  These observations are then 
compared to the Ziegler probate inventory and the archaeological data.  
 The second part of the analysis was a study of the landscape and the 
inheritance practices of the Ziegler family throughout the century they inhabited 
the Janis-Ziegler house.  This study hopes to reveal whether or not it is possible 
to identify the German ethnicity of the Ziegler family by looking at their 
consumption patterns and from the material culture of the Janis-Ziegler site.   
 
Newspaper, Inventory, and Archaeological Analysis 
Household Maintenance-Ceramics 
 The first category discussed in the newspaper analysis will be Household 
Maintenance-Ceramics.  In the English newspapers reviewed, advertisements for 
ceramics made up 13 of the 187 total advertisements (7.0%).  In the German 
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newspapers, ceramics made up 5 advertisements out of 173 (2.9%).  The 
German -English newspaper advertisements had 1 advertisement for ceramics 
out of 86 (1.2%).  The English newspapers listed several ware types, of which 
Queensware was advertised most, followed by china and stoneware (Table 4.1).   
 
Table 4.1. English Newspaper Household Maintenance-Ceramics Ware Types 
 
The English newspapers also advertised for specific dish forms such as water 
pitchers, butter dishes, and pickle dishes. The German newspapers had 
considerably fewer ceramic advertisements, most of which were for Porzeilan 
































Table 4.2. German Newspapers Household Maintenance-Ceramics Ware Types 
 
The German newspapers did not advertise for specific ceramic forms like the 
English newspapers. The German-English newspaper only had one listing and it 
did not include ware type; instead, the advertisement was for dish forms, such as 
































Figure 4.1. Advertisement for dish forms in Herold December 21st, 1895 
 
 The German newspapers had considerably fewer advertisements for 
ceramics than did the English newspapers.  Perhaps the Germans tended to be 
frugal, and therefore, bought new ceramics less often making advertisements for 
ceramics in the German newspapers less common. All five of the five German 
newspaper advertisements for ceramics advertised for porcelain (Table 4.2). In 
the English newspapers, only three of the 13 ceramic advertisements listed china 
(Table 4.1).  Queensware was listed in 10 of the 13 English ceramic 
advertisements.  Queensware was not listed in any German advertisements in 
my sample. Christopher Fennell (2003:275) noted that “Queensware,” and by 
that he meant the inexpensive cream-colored “Queensware that was made 
popular by Josiah Wedgwood,” was mainly popular in the late eighteenth century 
until around 1820 in the major urban areas.  However, the popularity of 
Queensware only appeared to grow in the first half of the nineteenth century in 
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the rural areas that he studied in New England.  However, this may be because 
in Philadelphia, potters began producing a similar inexpensive cream-ware, 
calling it “Queensware” (Fennell 2003:276).  A similar circumstance in Ste. 
Genevieve may have occurred in the nineteenth century.  
 The Ziegler probate inventory only lists one specific ware type, Stoneware; 
however, it lists several specific vessel forms.  The German newspapers did not 
specify vessel forms in the advertisements while the English and German-
English newspapers did. It is not possible, then to associate specific vessel forms 
with either ethnic group in an absolute way.  
 Meredith Hawkins (2007) defined what ware types were present in the 
archaeological record and developed a minimum number of vessels (MNV) for 
the archaeological records for units 150R0 and 110R30.  The MNV for the 
Ziegler Occupation (1833-1900) and the Ziegler and Late Occupation (1850-
present) levels were used in my analysis.  The ware types were generalized in 
order to fit with the newspaper analysis.  For example, Hawkins (2007) 
differentiated between creamware, pearlware, white ware, and refined white 
earthenware in her MNV.  However, the newspapers generalized these under the 
same term, Queensware.  For my archaeological analysis, the term ‘white-
colored refined earthenwares’ is used in reference to a combined count of 
creamware, pearlware, whiteware, and refined white earthenware vessels to 
better compare to the newspapers’ use of the term “Queensware.”  
 The ceramic assemblage from unit 150R0, located in the yard behind the 
Janis-Ziegler/Green Tree Tavern, contained a minimum of 40 vessels and was 
made up primarily of white
earthenware, stoneware, and yellowware (Table 4.3).  Other ceramic sherds 
were not large enough to be
unit for the Ziegler occupation.  
Table 4.3. Ceramic MNV of unit 150R0, Ziegler Occupation (1833
Ziegler and Late Occupation (1850
 
 The ceramic assemblage from unit 110R30, loca
of the Janis-Ziegler/Green Tree 
including an even larger percentage of white
(71%). Other ware types were coarse red earthenware, stoneware, and a small 
percentage of yellowware, porcelain, and unidentifiable ceramic sherds (Table 







Unit 150R0 Ziegler Components (% MNV)
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-colored refined earthenwares, followed 
 clearly differentiated.  No porcelain was found in this 
-
-present) 
ted just off the back porch 
Tavern, contained a minimum of 198














Table 4.4. Ceramic MNV of unit 110R30, levels 1
1900) and Ziegler and Late Occupation 
 
 When the German and English newspapers are compared to the 
archaeological record, it appears as though the Ziegler family followed the 
tradition of the English speaking people in the community in terms of ceramic 
use.  The English newspape
German newspapers advertised for primarily 
show the use of white-colored refined earthenwares as their primary ware of 
choice; very little porcelain or china was found in t
this observation must be stated that the archaeological data only allows for the 
comparison of ceramics left behind or discarded by the Ziegler family.  This does 










110R30 Ziegler Components (%MNV)
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-6: Ziegler Occupation (1833
(1850-present) 
rs advertised primarily for Queensware, while the 
Porzeilan (porcelain). Both units 


















throughout the years and took better care of while living in the Janis-
Ziegler/Green Tree Tavern. This could be the reason so little porcelain was found 
in the archaeological record.  Porcelain was one of the most expensive ware 
types in the nineteenth century (Miller 1980:32). Also, George Miller (1991:11) 
noticed during his research that porcelain rarely is found in archaeological 
assemblages in America prior to 1850.  Unfortunately, the only ware type listed in 
the Ziegler probate inventory was stoneware; the rest of the ceramics on the 
inventory were listed by vessel form.  
 In Meredith Hawkins (2007) research she listed the identifiable vessel 





Mug Medium bowl 
Teacup Pitcher 
Cups Large Crock 
Large bowl Large Bowl 
Saucer Saucer 
  Medium-large Bowl 
  Small-medium bowl 
  Serving dish 
 Small-medium cosmetic jar or canister 
 
Table 4.5. Vessel Forms from Unit 110R30, Levels 1-6: Ziegler Occupation 
(1833-1900) and Ziegler and Late Occupation (1850-Present) and Unit 150R0, 




Many of these vessel forms were also advertised in the English newspapers: 
water pitchers, dinner sets, tea sets. Other vessel forms were mentioned as well 
in the English newspaper advertisements but they were not identified in the 
Ziegler archaeological record: water pitcher, dinner set, butter dish, pickle dish.  
The Ziegler probate inventory also has some similarities to the English 
newspaper advertisements. The probate inventory lists dinner plates, smaller 
plates, dishes, soup tureen, bowls, cups and saucers, tea pot, sugar dish, and 
pitchers.  By comparing the English newspaper advertisements to the Ziegler 
probate inventory and the archaeological analysis, it appears that the Zieglers 
were purchasing similar vessel forms as their English-speaking neighbors.  
Unfortunately, the German newspaper advertisements do not contain 
advertisements for vessel forms in comparison. 
 
Household Maintenance-Glass 
 The occurrence of advertisements for Household Maintenance-Glass was 
fairly even between the English and German newspapers.  The English 
newspapers advertised for glass in five of the 187 advertisements (2.7%).  The 
German newspapers advertised for glass in four of the 173 advertisements 
(2.3%).  In the German-English newspaper, household glass was not advertised 
at all.  This category was not as widely advertised as other categories.  The 
German newspapers did not advertise for glass after 1876. The English 
newspapers only had one advertisement for glass after the 1870s, found in the 
Ste. Genevieve Herald in 1892 (Figure 4.2)   
53 
 
Figure 4.2. F. & L.U. Store Advertisement for Glassware in Ste. Genevieve 
Herald, December 17th, 1892. 
  
The glass advertisements appeared to decline over the years and did not 
appear in any of the later newspaper issues reviewed. This confirms what Jane 
Busch (1987:68) noted, that when bottle production increased by 1880, the bottle 
prices declined. Therefore, advertisements for glassware and bottles were less 
profitable. Neither English nor German newspapers contained enough 
information about glass vessels nor glass ware types to reveal any ethnic 
differences.  
 The Ziegler probate inventory lists several forms of glass: tumblers, 
pitchers, and plates. The archaeological data includes fragments of different 
colored glass; however, the fragments are too small to discern, the vessel forms.  
Since the advertisements, probate inventory, and archaeological data do not 
provide comparable sets of information, it is not possible to detect any significant 





 The category Household Maintenance-Other includes any household 
maintenance objects in the advertisements that are not ceramics or glass.  In the 
English newspapers, advertisements for Household Maintenance-Other made up 
five out of 187 advertisements (2.7%).  The German newspapers had two 
advertisements for this category out of 173 (1.2%).  The German-English 
newspaper had three advertisements for Household Maintenance-Other out of 86 
(3.5%).  In the English newspapers, three out of the five advertisements in this 
category listed cutlery (Table 4.6).   
 
Table 4.6. English Newspaper Household Maintenance-Other 
 
Some of the “other” items listed were towels, oil, coal, and tin-ware.  The German 
newspapers only advertised for gold und silberwaaren (gold and silver goods).  











































advertisement was included in the Household Maintenance-Other category.  The 
German-English newspaper did not advertise for any silverware.  Instead the 
newspaper advertised for stove polish, coasters, and fine vases (Table 4.7).   
 
Table 4.7. German-English Newspaper Household Maintenance-Other 
 
Nothing stands out as different between the English and the German newspaper 
advertisements in the Household Maintenance-Other category, besides the 
English newspapers having more advertisements in this category than the 
German newspapers. 
 The Ziegler probate inventory includes 50 listings that could be considered 
in the Household Maintenance-Other category.  These items appear to have 
been used mainly in two different types of maintenance, kitchen and cleaning. 
Many of the items are different types of cutlery or cooking utensils, along with a 
































items are mainly large tubs and buckets.  Though the Ziegler inventory is 
detailed, the newspaper analysis does not suggest any ethnic characteristics that 
can be identified in the inventory.  
 Similarly, the archaeological data does not suggest any ethnic traits.  Most 
of artifacts in this category are metal scraps or fragments.  One item that was 
identifiable was a handle fragment for a pewter spoon.  Pewter cutlery was not 
listed specifically in any of the newspapers, so any association with one group or 
another is not known. 
 
Architecture  
 The Architecture category contains materials and tools used in 
constructing and maintaining structures. The English newspapers advertised for 
architectural items in 15 out of 187 advertisements (8.0%).  In the German 
newspapers, 11 advertisements out of 173 advertised for architectural items 
(6.4%).  The German-English newspaper had five advertisements out of 86 for 
this category (5.8%).  The English newspapers mainly advertised for general 
architectural items; the 15 architectural advertisements used the general term 




Table 4.8. English Newspapers Architecture 
 
The other advertisements in English newspapers were for tools, iron, lumber, a 
well auger, wall bracket, shelves, nails, and marble/stone.  Each of these items 
was only advertised for once or twice out of the 15 architectural advertisements.  
 In the German newspapers, only five of the 11 architecture 






























Table 4.9. German Newspapers Architecture  
 
Also, five of the advertisements listed timber or lumber.  The German 
newspapers advertised for many more specific architectural items than the 
English newspapers.  These items were related to heavy household repairs or 
building projects, with advertisements for doors, windows, roofing materials, etc.  
In the English newspapers, the advertisements for architectural items were for 






























 The Ziegler probate inventory listed seven items that would be included in 
the architecture category: a wheel barrow, hand saw, hammers, pr. pinchers, 
chisel, square and sundry tools, and nails.  The archaeological data in the 
architecture category mainly consists of lime plaster/mortar and window glass, 
neither of which can be considered German ethnic architectural traits.  This may 
also be due to the fact that the Ziegler family purchased the already built home 
from the French Janis family and did not build their own home.  However, one 
would think the Ziegler family might have conducted minor construction projects 
on their property while inhabiting the Janis-Ziegler house.  It is possible that they 
borrowed tools from neighbors and friends to make any additions or alterations 
throughout the years, which would not have turned up in the inventory.  
 Despite the Ziegler inventory not providing much insight into this category, 
the newspapers themselves may reveal some information about the German 
community as a whole in Ste. Genevieve.  Perhaps the reason the hardware 
stores listed more detailed advertisements in the German newspapers compared 
to the English newspapers is because by the 1870s, most of the carpenters in 
town were German immigrants. German carpenters were encouraged to 
immigrate to North America because of the high demand for their labor (van 
Ravenswaay 1977:303).  Also, many German-speaking farmers manufactured 






 The next category analyzed was Household Furnishings.  In the English 
newspapers, 12 advertisements out of 187 were for Household Furnishings 
(6.4%).  In the German newspapers, 13 out of 173 were for Household 
Furnishings (7.5%).  The German-English newspapers only had three 
advertisements for Household Furnishings (3.5%).  In the English newspapers, 
many kinds of furnishings were advertised, ranging from stoves to tables to 
hanging lamps, but none stood out in frequency (Table 4.10).  
 
Table 4.10. English Newspapers Furnishings 
 
The German newspapers, on the other hand, advertised for one item more than 
others in this category, the clock (Uhren).  Clocks were advertised in seven out of 
the 13 advertisements in the Household Furnishings category (54%) (Table 









































































































































































English Newspapers - Furnishings
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Table 4.11. German Newspapers Household Furnishings 
 
The English newspapers only advertised for clocks in two out of 12 
advertisements in this category (9%) (Table 4.9). This substantial amount of 


































Ovens and stoves were also advertised for significantly more in the 
German newspapers than the English newspapers.  An example of a German 
newspaper advertisement for an Oven is shown below (Figure 4.3).  
 
Figure 4.3. Oefen Advertisement Herold Dezember 17, 1892 
 
In the German newspapers, four of the 13 Household Furnishing advertisements 
are for ovens or stoves (31%).   In the English newspapers, two advertisements 
listed stoves of the 12 advertisements for Household Furnishings (17%).  Fennell 
(2003:202) noted that Germans liked fuel efficient stoves because of the lack of 
wood available in Germany, even though wood was more available once they 
moved to America. Germans were also known for being economical, in favor of 
using stoves over open fireplaces in order to save wood (Faust 1927:29).  
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Perhaps this explains why the German newspapers advertised for stoves or 
ovens more than the English newspapers in Ste. Genevieve. The German stove 
and oven advertisements did not discuss the efficiency of the equipment itself, 
but that varieties of stoves and ovens were available as well as prompt service.  
 In the German newspapers, three of the 13 Household Furnishing 
advertisements listed cabinets, wooden furniture, and/or wooden goods (23%).  
According to the Ziegler probate inventory, the Zieglers owned several pieces of 
wooden furniture including: walnut cupboard, walnut tables, cupboard, set of 
Windsor chairs, com. chairs, rocking chair, cherry table, cherry bureau, cherry 
press, sewing cherry stand, and a pine writing desk. The Zieglers were similar to 
their German speaking neighbors in that they appreciated and owned many 
wooden furnishings for their home. As stated previously, German immigrants 
found lucrative jobs in America as craftsmen and woodworkers.  The Zieglers 
could have bought these furnishings from German-speaking craftsmen, produced 
pieces themselves, or brought furnishings from Germany; however, this cannot 
be fully determined from the Ziegler probate inventory.   
 Another interesting thing about the German newspapers is that they did 
not include advertisements for chairs scarves, bed spreads, or table covers like 
the English newspapers did. This might be because German women may have 
been producing their own cloth goods, and therefore they were not carried in the 
stores. The Ziegler inventory does list table cloths, bed spreads, and other linens, 
however, these could very well have been made by members of the Ziegler 
household. This will also be discussed further in the next section about clothing.  
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 The Ziegler probate inventory shows a large array of Household 
Furnishings, but does not list any clocks.  The inventory does list “Stove & pipes,” 
but this cannot necessarily be linked to a German ethnic preference because 
English speaking people also had stoves.  Some other listings for Household 
Furnishings in the Ziegler probate inventory are for bedding, desks, beds, 
cupboards, chests, and other pieces of furniture, as well as the linen table 
clothes and bed spreads.  The archaeological data did not include any material 
that can be identified as household furnishings.   
 
Clothing 
 In the English newspapers reviewed, advertisements for clothing made up 
34 of the 187 advertisements (18%). For the German newspapers, clothing 
advertisements made up 20 out of the 173 German advertisements (12%). The 
German-English newspaper had 6 advertisements for clothing out of 86 
advertisements (7.0%). Shown below are two Tables; Table 4.12 presents the 
clothing types that appeared in the English newspapers and Table 4.13, the 
clothing types in German newspapers.  
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English Newspapers - Clothing Types
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Table 4.13. German Newspapers Clothing Types 
 
The English newspapers advertised for both men and women’s clothing, such as 
lace, dresses and bonnets for the women, and neckties for the men (Figure 4.4), 
while the German newspapers only advertise for men’s clothing (Herrenkleider) 



































































































































































































































































































































































German Newspapers - Clothing Types
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Figure 4.4. Mrs. F. Leavenworth Milliner! from Fair Play 23, 1875 
 
 
Figure 4.5. Hamm & Co. advertisement from Freie Presse July 22, 1876 
 
 The German-English Herold newspaper did not specify gendered clothing. 
Purely based on the newspaper analysis, it was suggested two things: First, 
perhaps the emphasis on men’s clothing in the stores reflects the fact that there 
were a lot of single German men who did not have a mother or wife to make their 
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clothing, or perhaps German women were making the majority of their family’s 
clothing, or at least making their own and their children’s clothing while the men 
bought ready-made clothing. This observation also comes from the eight 
newspaper advertisements listing Ellenwaaren.   Ellenwaaren stood for dry 
goods, mainly cloth that could be measured from the tip of the finger to the 
elbow. This word was commonly used throughout the nineteenth and twentieth 
century by Germans and German-Americans but the term is no longer used 
today. The English newspapers did not have advertisements for anything similar 
to Ellenwaaren. They did, however, advertise for “ready-made clothing.” 
Therefore, it appears as though English-speaking men and women simply bought 
most of their clothing rather than producing their own like their German speaking 
neighbors appear to have been doing. This hypothesis is not only based on the 
types of clothing that were advertised in the newspapers but also the difference 
in frequency between the English and German newspapers. English newspapers 
had six percent more clothing advertisements than the German newspapers. 
This suggests that it was probably more economical for English newspapers to 
advertise ready-made clothing when compared to the German newspapers.  
Therefore, there was a much greater demand for clothing in the English-speaking 
community than the German-speaking community.  
 Another interesting difference was in the advertisements for hats.  Though 
both the English and German newspapers advertised for hats and caps, the 
types of hats or caps were different.  The German newspapers advertised for 
straw and felt hats. The English advertisements did not specify the type of hat or 
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cap.  One reason for this may be that German speaking people were said to 
have set themselves apart from their English neighbors by their appearance, 
including the use of certain hats.  According to Carl Wittke (1952:61), German 
people not only wore large beards and mustaches which was different from the 
clean shaven Americans, but they also “wore caps or soft, slouch felt hats, in 
contrast with the high, stiff hats popular in the United States at the time.” The 
advertisement for felt hats shows that this custom was also common in Ste. 
Genevieve in the nineteenth century.    
 In the Ziegler probate inventory, no specific clothing or ready-made 
clothing was listed. However, it listed 12 different types of cloth as well as a flax 
hackle. A flax hackle was used for aligning the long fibers of the flax before 
spinning. This was a common item that German families brought with them when 
they immigrated to America (van Ravenswaay 1977:83, 86).  Textile production 
remained popular amongst Germans living in America even in the years following 
the Civil War because the cost of fabric was so high (van Ravenswaay 
1977:445).  
 The archaeological data includes 20 clothing items: nine straight pin 
fragments, four button fragments, three hook-and-eye fragments, two tinkling 
cones or bangles, and two eyelet fragments. After reviewing the archaeological 
data and the probate inventory along with the newspaper analysis, it appears as 
though the Ziegler family was producing much of their own clothing. This 
supports the newspaper analysis and what could be expected from a German 




 The next category in the newspaper analysis was Personal Items.  The 
English newspapers advertised for Personal Items in 30 out of 187 
advertisements (16%).  The German newspapers advertised for Personal Items 
in 33 out of 173 advertisements (19%).  The German-English newspaper 
advertised for Personal Items in 18 out of 86 advertisements (21%).  The English 
newspapers had many various Personal items listed from books, stationery, and 
watches (Table 4.14).   
 
Table 4.14. English Newspapers Personal Items 
 
The German newspapers had more advertisements for personal items, but 
considerably less variety.  The main personal items advertised in the German 


























English Newspapers - Personal Items
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Table 4.15. German Newspapers Personal Items 
 
The English newspapers advertised for guns, which the German and German-
English newspapers did not.  Figure 4.6 shows an advertisement for guns from 
one of the English newspapers.  
 











































































































































































































































































































































































German Newspapers - Personal Items
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In addition, the German newspapers had two advertisements for pipes, and 
neither the English nor the German-English newspaper advertised for this item.  
Figure 4.7 is an advertisement for pipes in the German newspaper.  
 
Figure 4.7. Dealsche Pfeife Advertisement from Herold Dezember 17, 1892 
 
All three types of newspapers had advertisements for cigars and tobacco 
supplies.  The Zieglers were known to have sold these products; however, they 
did not advertise their business in any of the newspapers that were reviewed 
considering the Ziegler family no longer ran their tobacco business after the 
1850s. 
   The German newspapers advertised for calendars while other 
newspapers did not.  German newspapers may have advertised for calendars 
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because of the number of German farmers in the community.  There were 
French and “American” farmers too, though the emphasis on calendars seems to 
have been a German practice. The German-speaking farmers may have used 
calendars and almanacs to track the planting and harvesting trends for their area. 
The German newspapers also advertised for musical instrument in five of the 33 
personal item advertisements (15%) versus two of the 30 personal item 
advertisements in the English newspapers (6.7%).  The advertising for musical 
instruments seems significant because many German choirs or musical groups 
were established upon arrival in America.  Musical instruments were not only 
commonly transported with the Germans when they moved to America, but some 
craftsmen who produced these items moved to America and continued their work 
(van Ravenswaay 1977:395).  Upon arrival in America, Germans worked as 
music teachers to wealthy families to make money. They introduced German 
terminology and a love for fine music to Americans (Wittke 1952:296).  
 The Ziegler probate inventory has only a few listings for Personal Items.  
The inventory includes: looking glasses, a silver watch, a cotton umbrella, 
volumes of Prussian wars, an atlas, a double barrel gun, “com. shotgun,” and 
swords.   However, the volumes of Prussian wars, show the Zieglers had an 
interest in European history, especially the history of other German speaking 
kingdoms.  Books in general were a popular item that German immigrants 
transported with them to America (van Ravenswaay 1977:81). The inventory 
does not specify whether the books were in German or English or if they were 
books brought over from Germany; however, the books’ inclusion in the inventory 
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suggests their importance with the Ziegler family. Also, this shows that the 
Zieglers were able to read the German newspapers in the area, most probably 
the newspaper included in the research. Unfortunately, it cannot be determined 
whether any of these items were brought to America when the Ziegler family 
immigrated perhaps ten years earlier. The archaeology includes mainly jewelry 
items, such as beads and wire.  Since the Ziegler family worked in the tobacco 
business, the discussion of the tobacco findings will be in the section of 
Household Production Activity-For Sale, since the Ziegler probate inventory 
included equipment for making cigars and snuff.  One last note, the lack of pipes 
in the archaeological record at the Ziegler property suggests that perhaps the 
Zieglers might not have used their own tobacco or perhaps they did not use 
pipes, but cigars, snuff, or other tobacco products that would not turn up in the 
archaeological record.  
 
Household Production Activity 
 The next category is Household Production Activity, that is, production 
activities for the use of the household. The English newspapers advertised for 
household production activity items in 12 out of 187 advertisements (6.4%). The 
German newspapers have 23 advertisements for this category out of 173 (13%). 
The German-English newspaper has three advertisements for household 
production activity items out of 86 (3.5%). The English newspapers advertise for 
notions, saddlery, and sewing machines, as well as several other products (Table 
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4.16).  Figure 4.8 is an example of an English newspaper advertisement for 
saddlery.  
 































Figure 4.8. California Gold! Advertisement from Ste. Genevieve Democrat June 
8, 1850 
 
The German newspapers advertised for considerably more farming 
equipment than the English newspapers (Table 4.17).   
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The English newspapers only advertised for one reaper and mower, while the 
German newspapers advertised for plows, harvesters, wagons, harrows, 
threshers, cultivators, and a hay-raker. Figure 4.9 is an example of the many 





Figure 4.9. Agricultural Warehouse Advertisement from Freie Presse July 22, 
1876 
 
  The German-English newspaper advertised for only three items: barrows, 
sewing machines, and wagons.  Based on the advertisements between the 
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English and German newspapers, it appears that Germans were more focused 
on farming and buying more farming equipment than their English neighbors. 
This supports historical accounts that Germans were enticed to move into the 
area due to its rich farmland. For this reason, one would anticipate not only the 
advertisements for farming equipment but also the existence of farming 
equipment in the archaeological records of German family homes in Ste. 
Genevieve. Wagons were also a common item among German-American 
farmers (Wittke 1952:7). Fennell (2003:153) notes that in the mid-eighteenth 
century many German-American families owned some sort of wagon for the 
purpose of moving their surplus crops to larger markets in the city.  This piece of 
equipment was vital for their economic sustainability and growth.  For these 
reasons, farming equipment was perhaps more desired by the German families 
in Ste. Genevieve and was more frequently advertised in the German 
newspapers. 
 Notions and sewing machines were another area of focus in this category 
of Household Production Activity. The English newspapers have five 
advertisements for notions (29%), and two advertisements for sewing machines 
(12%). The German newspapers have four advertisements for notions (7%) and 
four for sewing machines (7%). The reason for the lower percentage of these 
items in the German newspapers compared to the English newspapers was the 
abundance of farming equipment advertised in the German newspapers in this 
category. If the farming equipment is taken out of the picture, the household 
production advertisements in German newspapers would include 23 percent 
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sewing machines and 22 percent for notions. Sewing machines appear to have 
been more popular with the German community than the English. When looking 
at this category, Germans appear to be performing more household production 
than the English. English may have used outside services, especially with food 
production. The German community appears to be more interested in farming 
and growing their own food, while the English may have been purchasing grown 
or produced food. As far as clothing production is concerned, the sewing 
machine correspond to the findings in the clothing category. The English were 
likely purchasing more pre-made clothing, using notions for small adjustments or 
the fixing of clothing, while German families may have been producing more of 
their own clothing in the home with sewing machines. Gottfried Duden (1980:69) 
reported that women made their own family’s clothing throughout the 1820s in 
Missouri, with concern for the popular fashions at the time. They would raise their 
own sheep, do their own spinning, as well as sewing their own clothes.  This may 
have held true for much of the nineteenth century, according to the newspaper 
analysis. The archaeological data also shows evidence of clothing production or 
repair with hook and eye pieces, buttons, hooks, and eyelets; the flax hackle is 
listed in the inventory, which was explained more fully in the clothing category 
section.   
 The archaeological data also shows proof of food production at the Ziegler 
house. “Tumbled” materials make up 34 out of the 74 listings in the Household 
Production Activity category, amounting to 149 pieces found in the 
archaeological record. Gastroliths are stones ceramic sherds, or glass fragments 
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which chickens, geese, and other types of poultry pick up and keep in the gizzard 
to break down food.  Eventually these materials become smooth and have a 
polished appearance.  The majority of the gastroliths were found in unit 150R0 
(82 pieces), located on the southeast portion of the property. In unit 110R30, 56 
gastroliths were found, located directly east of the house. Both of these units 
would be considered the “backyard” of the Ziegler house. Unit 40R60, located in 
front of the Ziegler house had only 11 gastroliths. This suggests that the Zieglers 
kept the geese in their “back yard,” restricted perhaps by some sort of fence.  
With the appearance of these gastroliths in the archaeological data as well as the 
listing of geese in the inventory, it is clear that the Zieglers raised geese.   Geese 
were a common sight in Pennsylvania German yards as well. They were used for 
their meat and goose grease, Gensfett.  The fat was used for making shortening, 
medication, and spreads, while the feathers were used for making pillows (Long 
1972:52). The inventory also lists beds and mattresses.  These were probably 
made by the Zieglers using goose feathers. According to the Ziegler probate 
inventory of 1836, they owned 60 heads of geese, which would be a great source 
of feathers (SGA 1836). The inventory also lists wine bottles (apparently empty), 
which were often re-used, especially for food and medicine preservation; these 
will be discussed later in the chapter. Therefore, within the category of 
Household Production Activity, the Zieglers appear to have been participating in 
food and clothing production, supporting the newspaper analysis for a typical 
German speaking family living in Ste. Genevieve. 
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Household Production for Sale 
 This category looks at production activities carried out for sale, outside of 
the household. Very few advertisements fit within the category of Household 
Production for Sale. In the English newspapers, only one advertisement out of 
187 would be considered for Household Production for Sale (0.5%).  The 
German newspapers had two advertisements out of 173 (1.2%).  The German-
English language newspaper did not have any advertisements for Household 
Production for Sale.   
One advertisement that does stand out was in the German newspapers, 
where products for Wagenmacher und Schmiederbedarf (wagon maker and 
blacksmith needs) were advertised.  This suggests that some German craftsmen 
immigrated to America and continued their trades or picked up trades upon 
arrival.  Charles van Ravenswaay (1977:302-303) pointed out that several 
reports or letters from Germans living in Missouri, encouraged the emigration of 
German craftsmen because their skills would be of great use and economical in 
the New World.  These crafts included wagon makers, blacksmiths, carpenters, 
tanners, and furniture makers.  
 Unlike the newspaper advertisements, the majority of the items in the 
1836 probate inventory are related to household production for sale: the Zieglers’ 
tobacco business.  The inventory lists 42 tobacco business related items in 
various amounts.  The Zieglers purchased tobacco from several locations, such 
as tobacco from Spain or Havanna, tobacco from St. Domingo, and Natchitoches 
snuff.  The goods and products from Mathias Ziegler’s tobacco business 
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circulated throughout Ste. Genevieve from the Caribbean and lower Louisiana, 
aided by Ste. Genevieve’s advantageous location on the Mississippi River.  The 
archaeological data does not include any tobacco-related items, but the business 
ledgers and the inventory show clear evidence of the Ziegler tobacco business. 
The Zieglers could have brought their tobacco business to the New World with 
them, like the many other German craftsmen who were immigrating at this time 
to America.  The archaeological data for the category of Household Production 
for Sale includes 232 pieces of lead shot found in the three units used in the 
research, so the Zieglers may have been making and selling lead shot along with 
their tobacco business.  However, gun-related items only appear in the English 
newspapers (2 out of 187; 1.1%) and not in the German newspapers, so this 
activity does not appear to be particularly “German” in association.  
 
Pharmaceuticals 
 In one of the first archaeological studies of German immigrants, Elliott and 
Elliott (2002) interpret the archaeological appearance of pharmaceuticals as an 
ethnic marker for Germans, since they were ahead of their time in medicine 
development. For this reason, a pharmaceutical column was added to the data 
analysis. More advertisements were expected to be found in the German 
newspapers, versus the English papers, in addition to a plethora of 
pharmaceutical bottles and other items in the inventory and archaeological 
record.  Surprisingly, quite the opposite has been found.   In the German 
newspapers the only pharmaceutical-related advertisements were for medical 
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pamphlets titled “Manhood” and “Womanhood” by Dr. Whittier, totaling only two 




Figure 4.10. Dr. Whittier Advertisement from Freie Presse July 22, 1876 
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However, the English newspapers had 20 pharmaceutical advertisements (11% 
of the total 187). Dr. Ayer & Co. manufactured the majority of the 
pharmaceuticals advertised in the English newspapers. Figure 4.11 shows Ayer’s 
Cherry Pectoral advertisement.  
 




In the German-English newspaper, there were 16 advertisements for 
pharmaceuticals, and only one was in German (Table 4.18).  
Medizinen  German  
Hood's Sarsaparilla  English  
Kenney's medical cure  English  
Dr. Taft's Asthmalene  English  
Hale's Honey of [?dorehound] and Tar, Pike's 
Toothache Drops cure  
English  
Pike’s Toothache Drops Cure English 
"Brown's [Brauch?] [Troches?]"  English  
Chamberlain’s Pain Balm English 
The Sterling Remedy Co. Tobacco habit cure  English  
Cascarets candy cathartic cure  English  
opium, morphine habit cure  English  
opium and Whiskey habit cure  English  
Piso's Cure for Consumption  English  
Ayer’s Sarsaparilla  English  
Ayer's Narsaparilla medicine  English  
Ayer's Pills  English  
 
Table 4.18. German-English newspaper Pharmaceuticals 
 
This means that pharmaceutical advertisements made up 17 percent of the 
advertisements in this newspaper, but only one listing was in German.  This 
finding was unexpected because of the large number of German doctors in the 
United States in the nineteenth century.  German doctors formed their own 
societies in major cities, including St. Louis, because many were excluded from 
Anglo-American doctors’ societies and hospitals.  
 The Ziegler probate inventory shows a lack of pharmaceuticals as well. 
The record only lists one pharmaceutical-related item, a “Seringe” (SGA 1836).  
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In the archaeological analysis, three pharmaceutical bottles were identifiable in 
the three units analyzed. It is interesting that Germans in Ste. Genevieve were 
not targeted for pharmaceuticals and the English-speaking population was.  
 Another explanation for the lack of pharmaceutical advertisements in 
German newspapers is that the Germans in Ste. Genevieve and elsewhere may 
have been depending on folk medicine rather than purchasing medicines. Don 
Yoder (1990) noted that folk medicine or “home remedies” were popular 
throughout the U.S., particularly in the Ozarks of Missouri. Folk healing otherwise 
called “powwowing” is best explained as a “magico-religious healing, on the folk-
cultural or traditional level, using words, charms, amulets, and physical 
manipulations in the attempt to heal the ills of man and beast” (Yoder 1990:96).  
Folk medicine was usually passed down from person to person or learned 
through recorded folk books.  The first German folk medicine book was 
Romanus, first printed in 1788 (Yoder 1990:99).  Many other books were 
produced in German and were later brought to America. The first of these books 
to appear in America was Der lang verborgene Freund, written by Johann Georg 
Hohman in 1820 (Yoder 1990:99).  
  Vance Randalph (1964) discussed how tobacco was used in the Ozarks 
to cure some common aches and pains: 
Tobacco is used in other ways by the yarb doctors and granny-women.  I 
have seen severe abdominal pain, later diagnosed as appendicitis and 
cured by surgery, apparently relieved at once with a poultice of tobacco 
leaves soaked in hot water. The Tobacco poultice is very generally used 
for cuts, stings, bites, bruises, and even bullet wounds. A poultice of 
tobacco leaves in cold water is often applied to “draw the pizen” out of a 
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boil or a risen’.  Some people think such a poultice is more effective if 
fresh mullein leaves are bound on outside the tobacco (1964:98-99). 
This observation is more interesting when looking at the Ziegler family because 
they ran a tobacco business out of their home. Besides selling their tobacco 
products for smoking purposes, they could have sold it for medicinal purposes; 
they could also have been using their own product for home remedies, therefore 
explaining the lack of pharmaceuticals in the archaeological record. Other home 
remedies would also be less visible archaeologically, so the overall lack of 
pharmaceutical artifacts might be explained by this.  
 
Foodstuffs 
 The next category in the newspaper analysis is Foodstuffs.  The English 
newspapers had 23 advertisements out of 187 in this category (12%). The 
German newspapers had 17 advertisements for Foodstuffs out of 173 (9.2%). 
The German-English newspapers had 15 out of 86 advertisements (17%). The 
English newspapers mainly advertised for general groceries, dry goods, and 
candies (Table 4.19).   
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Table 4.19. English Newspapers Foodstuffs 
 
They also included a large number of advertisements for baked goods such as 
cakes and breads, like the advertisement shown in Figure 4.12 for the Ste. 
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Figure 4.12. Ste. Genevieve Bakery advertisement from Herald December 17, 
1892 
 
The German newspapers advertised mainly for spices, general groceries, and 
coffee (Table 4.20), but they included many more specific products than the 
English newspapers.  
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Table 4.20. German Newspapers Foodstuffs 
 
One observation is that the German newspapers advertised for farm products 
such as eggs, potatoes and butter, while the English newspapers did not. This 
follows the pattern of the German newspapers advertising for farm equipment 
and the English newspapers not. The Germans appear to have done more 
farming and selling of their goods, using the newspapers to advertise their 
surplus goods. The English appear to have purchased already-made foods, such 































rather the products that go into baked goods, such as flour, eggs, and butter. 
 
Figure 4.13. Neuer Spezereiladen advertisement from Freie Presse July 22, 
1876 
 
An example of this is shown in the advertisement for Neuer Spezereiladen 
by Jacob Falk (Figure 4.13). He advertised for items such as Zucker (sugar), 
Mehl (flour), and Fett (fat). This suggests that the German families may have 
produced more of their own baked goods rather than purchasing them like the 
English and French were doing.  This agrees with other accounts of German 
families in the nineteenth century.  Rachel Davis-DuBois and Emma Schweppe 
(1972:67) stated that “bakery and cooking are the pride of the Hausfrau [house 
wife].”  Also, Gottfried Duden (1980:68) reported that fresh breads were 
produced daily in Missouri households in the 1820s. Faust (1927:2) also 
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commented that, “The Germans have furnished the butchers and bakers in 
almost every  large city of the United States, and that not alone within the 
German Belt. We need not single out large cities, for the same phenomenon can 
be  observed in innumerable smaller towns” (Faust 1927:72). Therefore, many 
accounts verified that the German advertisements for Foodstuffs agreed with 
what was expected from the nineteenth century German family in not only Ste 
Genevieve, but other small towns and cities in the United States.  
 The inventory analysis for this category supports what one would expect 
from a German family in Ste. Genevieve. The Zieglers had four foodstuff items 
listed in their inventory: four Bels. dried apples, three flour barrels, and one lard 
stand. These items are farm related and are comparable to the observations from 
the German newspapers. Animal remains were recovered in the archaeological 
record, and while they are probably food remains, they have not been analyzed 
yet. Therefore, at least according to the Ziegler inventory, the family was most 
likely producing much of their own food, which one would expect from a German 
family in Ste. Genevieve at this time.   
 
Alcohol  
 The last newspaper analysis category reviewed is Alcohol.  In the English 
newspapers, nine advertisements out of 187 were for alcohol (4.8%).  In the 
German newspapers, 12 advertisements out of 173 were for alcohol (6.9%).  The 
German-English newspaper had five advertisements out of 86 for alcohol (5.8%).  
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The English newspapers advertised for general liquor, wine, and beer, as well as 
whiskies and brandies (Table 4.21).  
 
Table 4.21. English Newspapers Alcohol 
 
The German advertisements were very general.  They also advertised for mainly 
liquor, wine and beer; however, the English newspapers advertised a whole 
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Table 4.22. German Newspaper Alcohol 
 
In the German newspapers, 82% of the alcohol advertisements were for wine 
and beer.  Only 38% of the English newspaper alcohol advertisements were for 
wine and beer. The rest were various types of liquors and bitters. Perhaps the 
Germans mainly drank beer and wine, while the English drank more liquor.  The 
German newspapers also had advertisements for “fresh beer,” which could be 
from a local brewer, or possibly homemade, as well as advertisements for 
imported wine and liquors.  However, it is uncertain whether the German-
speaking families were purchasing imported wine and liquor from their homeland.  
The English newspapers only specify one type of beer, Val Rottler’s beer, who 
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advertisement for Val Rottler’s beer from the Ste. Genevieve Herald on 
December 17th, 1892. 
 
Figure 4.14. Val Rottler’s Beer Advertisement from Ste. Genevieve Herald, 
December 17th, 1892.  
 
 The Ziegler probate inventory lists four demijohns, which were bottles 
encased in wickerwork.  The fragments of bottle glass found in the 
archaeological record are too small to reveal whether they were filled with any 
alcohol or other substances. The probate inventory also lists 120 wine bottles.  
The storing of glass bottles for re-use was common in the nineteenth century, 
especially amongst housekeepers who used them for storing other foods in the 
fall (Busch 1987:71). Also, merchants kept bottles as permanent fixtures in their 
stores, to re-use and fill with products for sale (Busch 1987:69).  Therefore, the 
bottles in the Ziegler inventory may have originally been used for wine, but 
without more information, it is not clear how the Zieglers were using the bottles.  
No other types of alcohol are identified in the inventory or archaeological record.  
Both English and German newspapers advertise for beer and wine. However, the 
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Ziegler family did not list other types of alcoholic containers, like gin, brandy, or 
bourbon, which were advertised in the English newspapers.  Perhaps the lack of 
alcoholic containers shows that the Zieglers were neither French or English.  
 
Inheritance Practices 
Besides the newspaper analysis, archaeological evidence, and probate 
inventory, I looked at the inheritance practices of the Ziegler family over several 
generations, hoping to find further evidence of German ethnic practices. 
Inheritance is about the passing on of property, or the materials possessed by 
the deceased owner.  Therefore, the study of inheritance practices can tell 
archaeologists and other scholars much about past people and how they used 
their property. Inheritance practices were not only important for the individuals 
directly involved, but also the communities or other groups (Penner 1997:299). 
Stephen John Gross (1996:195) stated that “inheritance strategies, being broadly 
reflective of culturally prescribed values and attitudes, would be of greater utility 
in explaining how social structures were maintained and reproduced.”  
Inheritance practices can affect several aspects of a person’s and/or a culture’s 
way of living, including “residency patterns, agricultural productivity, architecture, 
social standing, and familial relationships” (Penner 1997:301). Studying the 
different inheritance strategies a people use can also be another method for 
looking at the ethnic boundaries a group may set up while living amongst other 
groups.   
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 Inheritance practices can be studied through the research of not only wills, 
but also probate records and other personal writings.  Wills and probate records 
can tell researchers so much more than just inheritance practices and have been 
a “valuable tool” in historical studies (Gross 1996:198). For this reason, the 
Ziegler family probate records and wills were analyzed to reveal whether or not 
the Ziegler family showed ethnic preferences through their inheritance practices, 
as well as how their inheritance practices may have changed over time.   
 There are two basic types of inheritance strategies that people use: 
partible and impartible inheritance. Partible inheritance can either be the equal 
distribution of inheritance to all heirs, regardless of gender, or, the male heirs 
inheriting land equally, with the other “movable” properties divided equally 
amongst all heirs, both male and female (Penner 1997:300).  Impartible 
inheritance is when a single heir, usually the eldest son, receives all property 
(Penner 1997:300). Even with impartible inheritance, the primary heir was “still 
responsible for either maintaining or employing the other children” (Gross 
1996:204). Though these inheritance strategies appear to affect only the 
individuals who are given the property, this is not necessarily true. Inheritance 
was important to the family’s future well-being; in particular, impartible 
inheritance was important to “enhance family stability in the community” (Gross 
1996:209).  
 Studying inheritance practices does not come without its biases and 
problems. Stephen John Gross (1996:195) points out that studying inheritance 
with wills alone may not fully identify how families distributed their assets.  Wills 
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leave out the transfer of land or money that might take place while the person is 
still alive or even post mortem. Therefore, including the research of probate 
records and other family documents is important to get the full picture of how 
each family distributed its assets, and which inheritance practices were used.  
 The inheritance practices were different from one region in Germany to 
another throughout the nineteenth century and before.  Most of Germany used 
impartible (Anerbenrecht) inheritance but transferred assets inter vivos, as was 
practiced in the region of Bavaria.  However, people from the region of Baden 
tended to use partible inheritance (Realteilungserbrecht) (Gross 1996:197).  
Among German peasants it was popular for them to give property to their 
children; in return they would be taken care of in old age (Gross 1996:197).  The 
Swiss Appenzellers practiced partible inheritance.  They believed that through 
this form of inheritance, each child would have equal opportunity for “economic 
and social stability and mobility” (Penner 1997:302). Despite distributing property 
equally, most Appenzellers would give the home-place to one heir, in order to 
keep it intact for future (Penner 1997:303). However, even their traditional 
inheritance practices from the Old World changed once they moved to the colony 
of South Carolina in the eighteenth century.  In fact, most of the later generations 
of Appenzellers living in South Carolina began using impartible inheritance, much 
like most other German-speaking people.   
 The German people from St. Blasien in southern Baden also used partible 
inheritance.  For this reason, many of them emigrated due to the small land 
allotments available after several generations of splitting up the family land 
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(Fogleman 1996:27).  The people of St. Peter changed from partible inheritance 
to a form of impartible inheritance called ultimogeniture, which was the passing 
down of land to the youngest son so that he would take care of the parents in 
their old age (Fogleman 1996:27). With this strategy, it was thought that the older 
siblings would have more time to find wealth and their own land.  Eventually 
these German-speaking people ran into the same problem, overpopulation and 
division of landholdings, leading to emigration (Fogleman 1996:28). For this 
reason, most Germans appeared to be practicing impartible inheritance 
strategies while in Germany and as well as when they moved to America, so that 
their heirs would not have the same land problems that they themselves had to 
endure.    
 Several nineteenth-century wills and probate inventories related to the 
Ziegler family were analyzed: the petition by Mathias and Barbara Ziegler for 
inheritance from the father of Barbara Ziegler, Thomas Hefner (1827); Mathew 
Ziegler’s will (1835) and probate inventory (1836); and the will of Francis Ziegler 
(1897). Though Thomas Hefner was not a Ziegler, his daughter became a Ziegler 
upon marriage to Matthias. According to a legal document from 1827, Barbara 
Ziegler, formerly Barbary Hefner the daughter of Thomas Hefner, and her 
husband Mathias Ziegler were heirs of Thomas Hefner.  After Thomas Hefner 
died, both Barbara and her husband were to have received a share of his estate 
(Petition by Mathias and Barbara Ziegler 1827).  
 The fact that Barbara Ziegler received some share in her father’s estate 
when he died shows that women were important for the future growth of the 
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family. Stephen John Gross (1996:202) stated that “although wives were clearly 
junior partners in the family farm enterprise, their treatment in wills reflect their 
pronounced and important economic roles.” Women had many roles to fill, taking 
care of the property, managing the household, and helping out in many other 
ways.  For this reason, women were not always glanced over when it came to 
wills.  Though the sons were favored in wills over daughters as far as real estate 
is concerned, daughters received other support such as dowries or financial help 
for their husbands (Gross 1996:203).  Therefore, it is not surprising that Barbara 
Ziegler and her husband received a share of the estate when her father died.  
 Mathew Ziegler known as Mathias Ziegler, left his last will and testament 
in December of 1835.  In his will he left all of his property to his wife Barbara, 
who was then to be the sole guardian of their children.  If she were to marry, then 
half of the property would go to the children divided evenly.  If she were to die, all 
the property was to be divided evenly among the surviving children.  This being 
said, Mathias Ziegler appeared to have used a form of impartible inheritance. By 
doing this, Mathias followed in the same inheritance practices as other 
Bavarians.  It was not uncommon for a man to leave his widow at least some of 
the estate. The Swiss-Appenzellers typically left at least one third of the estate to 
the widow.  The English in the surrounding South Carolina colony did not follow 
this custom, and were not accustomed to willing widows any of the estate. 
Another reason Mathias Ziegler may have willed the inheritance to his wife was 
because of the young age of all his children. At the time of his death, his oldest 
child John was 13 years old and the youngest was only three years old.   Overall, 
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Mathias Ziegler followed what other German-speaking immigrants from Bavaria 
traditionally practiced.  
 A probate inventory was also produced after his death in 1836. The 
document lists all the valuable property belonging to the Ziegler family, 
specifically Barbara, since she was the heir to the estate after Matthias’s death. 
The probate inventory also lists the items that Barbara sold by 1840, to settle 
debts against the estate.  This document shows a more defined listing of the 
property and its value, compared to the will.  Based on the probate inventory, the 
Ziegler property wealth was valued at $3,660.88 in 1836.  Because the inventory 
listed the property sold by Barbara by 1840, it shows that Barbara did remain heir 
of the property as well as the family tobacco business at least until 1840. She is 
listed as the head of household in the 1850 U.S. census (U.S. Bureau of the 
Census 1850). Barbara Ziegler, in fact, owned the house and property until she 
sold it to Francis Ziegler, her son, in 1851 for the amount of $1,760, a debt he did 
not pay in full until 1860  (SGA 1860).   
 In 1897, Francis Ziegler died.  Before his death he made his last will and 
testament on July 28, 1897.  In his will he gave to his daughters Barbara Ziegler, 
Blanche Ziegler, Isabella Ziegler and Corinne Ziegler all his property of every 
sort.  This property included: the house and land that was attached to survey no. 
352 and lots on survey no. 331, survey no. 212, and survey no. 221. He also 
gave Barbara, the oldest daughter, lot no. 15 and half of lot no. 14 on block 3 in 
town.  To his son, Joseph Ziegler and to his four daughters he also gave part of 
surveys no. 20 and 21, the west part of survey no. 22, 23, and 24, and the 
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undivided east part of surveys no. 23. Joseph was appointed the executor of his 
father’s last will and testament (SGA 1897). 
   Francis gave most of his property to his four daughters and not his son, 
Joseph.  He practiced a form of partible inheritance, giving equal distribution of 
property to his children.  This does not follow in the customary inheritance 
practices of other Bavarians.  This may show another way the Ziegler family was 
assimilating into their community.  It also may just be a method of convenience. 
Joseph Ziegler, the only son of Francis, married while the remaining four 
daughters never married.  Therefore, Francis may have distributed his property 
to his daughters because they were not married and he felt it necessary to take 
care of them even after his death. According to the census from 1900, Joseph 
was no longer living on the Ziegler property with his sisters (U.S. Bureau of the 
Census 1900). This supports the argument that Francis may have been looking 
out for his daughters after his death.  Whatever the reason, the Ziegler family first 
used impartible inheritance then, by the next generation switched to partible 




 Landscape can also reveal how an ethnic group used their space, and 
how this may be different from other ethnic groups. Unfortunately the Janis-
Ziegler house/Green Tree Tavern was not built by the Ziegler family.  If that were 
the case, the research could analyze the decisions or choices put into the 
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building of the house and how it compares with other German houses.  However, 
the Ziegler family did choose the house and made alterations throughout the 
years, which can reveal some of their thought processes. For example, once the 
Ziegler family moved into the Janis-Ziegler house/Green Tree Tavern, they more 
than likely changed the tavern into a tobacco business based on the 1836 
probate inventory, listing a large variety of tobacco supplies in one location of the 
house (SGA 1836).   
 Most German families had homes built close to the street so their back 
yard property could be used for a garden (Coggeshall 1986:194), something also 
found with French families. The Ziegler house is much like this, with the house 
sitting right along the street with a large back yard, which they used for several 
purposes. German-speaking people used space differently than other groups, 
especially the back yard or back property of their house.  Instead of using the 
front door to enter the house, German people customarily use the back or side 
door.  John Coggeshall (1986:194) stated that this is true “regardless of direction 
of approach, type of weather, or degree of familiarity with the occupants.”   In the 
backyard, the garden was such an important part of a German person’s property 
that “the kitchen back door usually led into the garden.” (Long 1972:38).  This is 
most likely true with the Ziegler family.  A stone walkway is still in place leading 
from the back door to the archaeological remains of an outbuilding behind the 
house.   
 The garden was an area of great pride in a German household (Long 
1972:42).  The garden was typically cared for by the woman in the household, 
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although the men helped with some of the gardening, mainly with laying out 
manure and plowing (Long 1972: 38). Germans used orchards mainly to produce 
fruit for juices and preserves (Long 1972:49). They usually used their garden to 
grow vegetables, herbs, and fruits and preserved most of these for use over the 
winter season (Long 1972:37). Germans were also given credit for founding 
vegetable horticulture in America (Faust 1927:62). John Coggeshall (1986:194) 
made note when an old gentleman told him that “the German people did love 
flowers, but they were also practical that they wanted to raise something to put 
into their cellars for over winter.” Perhaps this is the reason there were no flower 
advertisements in the German newspapers, only in the English newspapers.  
German families were less likely to purchase flowers or their seeds than the 
English households.   
 Unfortunately, not a lot is known about the Ziegler garden, but through 
historical photographs and the probate inventory, one can suggest a few things 
concerning the Ziegler family and how they compare to their German 
counterparts. As mentioned previously, Germans were known for their 
cleanliness and orderly homes.  This goes for their gardens as well.  “[Their] 
buildings were kept in repair and weeds and brush were kept under control” 
(Long 1972:2). Usually the garden beds were rectangular shaped with pathways 
in between each garden bed (Long 1972:39).  These pathways were important to 
the German family garden.  “Many hours were spent weeding and hoeing such 
pathways by various members of the farms family, particularly the children (Long 
1972:40).” In the Ziegler inventory, the Ziegler family owned a hoe and spade.  
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Perhaps they used these implements to keep the pathways in their garden clear 
of weeds and other debris, like other German families.  The fence surrounding 
the German garden was also important because it was used to keep animals 
away from the produce.  This can also be seen in the Ziegler home picture from 
the 1880s (Figure 1.1). In the photograph, you can also see many trees and 
plants to the right of the property, most likely part of the garden or orchard.  They 
also owned a barn, on the left side of the photograph, to keep any of their farm 
goods and equipment.  Since it appears the Zieglers put the garden/orchard to 
the right of their property, they made sure to separate it from their outbuildings in 
the back of the house, keeping everything clean and separated much like their 
German ancestors.  
 On a regional landscape level, I would suggest that one of the reasons the 
Ziegler family moved to Ste. Genevieve, Missouri, was its close access to the 
major city of St. Louis, as well as the river accessibility of the Mississippi. The 
Ziegler family, similar to so many other German families, lived close to St. Louis 
so they were close to a good trading location.  The Ziegler family most likely 
traded their tobacco, similar to other German families were known for trading and 
selling their farm products.  The practice of producing goods outside of cities and 
then bringing them into the city to sell was a common one for German people.  
Christopher Fennell (2003:153) stated that many German-American families 
owned wagons so that they could transport their goods to trading centers in 
cities. The Ziegler family themselves did not have a wagon listed in their 
inventory.  However, according to the newspaper analysis, the use of wagons 
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was common for Germans in the area.  Seven newspaper advertisements in the 
German Household Production Activity category listed wagons.  However, no 
English advertisements listed wagons.  Therefore, the transportation of goods on 
wagons and the use of wagons for other purposes was more common by 
German families than English.   
 
Summary 
 By comparing the nineteenth-century English newspaper advertisements 
and the German newspaper advertisements from Ste. Genevieve, Missouri, 
several ethnic characteristics appeared.  With the newspaper advertisement 
analysis, observations were made about the Ziegler archaeological assemblage, 
probate records, and wills.  Several categories of analysis showed that the 
Ziegler family lived much like their English-speaking neighbors, while continuing 
to follow in some of their traditional German ways.  
 Some of the ways in which the Zieglers lived like their English-speaking 
neighbors had to do with ceramics and architecture.  Their archaeological 
assemblage produced more queensware or white-colored refined earthenwares, 
which was popular in the English newspaper advertisements. Only a little bit of 
porcelain was found, which was advertised for much more in the German 
newspapers.  The architecture of the Ziegler home and other buildings on their 
property were also more in line with those of other English-speakers. The 
German newspaper advertisements go along with historical accounts, that many 
German carpenters moved to North America or some Germans became 
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carpenters once they moved here. The German advertisements were for heavy 
household repairs and building, unlike the English newspaper advertisements 
that were for general or small repairs and hardware. The Ziegler inventory and 
archaeological record only shows tools and items for small repairs. This is likely 
because the family moved into the already built house.  Not much is known about 
the other buildings on the property, whether the Zieglers built them or not, since 
they are currently undergoing excavation and analysis.     
 Despite the ways in which the Zieglers lived like their English-speaking 
neighbors, the Zieglers still lived much like their German-speaking neighbors in 
Ste. Genevieve.  The Zieglers owned many wooden furnishings according to the 
probate inventory, which was a popular German trait.  The Zieglers probably 
made most of their own clothing, much like the other German-speakers.  The 
German newspaper advertisements focused on advertising for men’s clothing 
and the selling of cloth.  The Ziegler probate inventory had listings for 12 types of 
cloth and a flax hackle, showing that the Zieglers made much of their own 
clothing.  The Zieglers also owned books on the Prussian wars.  They may have 
brought these from Germany, or bought them in the United States.  Either way, 
they had an interest still in German history.   
 The Zieglers did what many of their other German-speaking neighbors did 
in food production.  The German newspapers advertised for an abundance of 
farming equipment compared to the English newspapers. This was expected 
considering the historical accounts of Germans immigrating to America to be 
farmers. The Zieglers raised their own geese, using the fat, meat, and feathers 
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for different household products and food. This was also common for other 
German families, according to historical accounts in Virginia.  The German 
newspapers also advertised for farm and baking products, while the English 
newspapers advertised for already baked goods. The Zieglers had many baking 
and farm goods listed in their inventory, making them most like their German-
speaking neighbors.  
 The Zieglers also ran a tobacco business out of their home, which could 
be considered a German ethnic trait since so many German craftsmen carried 
their skills over to America and continued in their practice. However, it is not 
certain whether the Ziegler family participated in the tobacco business over in 
Germany before they moved to America. Also, some of their tobacco could have 
been used for folk medicine, which was still common amongst German speaking 
people in Missouri in the nineteenth century.   
 The Zieglers interacted with their English-neighbors often, which can be 
seen through their business ledgers, which are written mostly in English; their 
relationships, according to the census records; and through architecture and 
ceramic use.  Though the Zieglers had business and marriage ties with a 
prominent French family in town and conducted business in English, they 
continued to act much like their German-speaking neighbors throughout the 
nineteenth century.  
 German ethnicity can be seen in not only the materials German-speaking 
people used, but how they used these materials. German people tend to use 
similar inheritance strategies, especially people from the same regions of 
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Germany. When looking at the Ziegler wills, census records, and probate 
records, one would expect that the Ziegler family would utilize an impartible 
inheritance strategy like other Bavarian immigrants.  The Ziegler family began 
using impartible inheritance, but by the next generation had begun using partible 
inheritance. This shows that the Ziegler family began to follow some of the 
practices of their English-speaking neighbors rather than those of their Bavarian 
ancestors.  
 Landscape archaeology also has contributed to identifying ethnicity in the 
archaeological record.  Though the Ziegler family did not build their own house, 
they modified and managed their home. They most likely began running their 
wholesale tobacco business out of their home, possibly using the tavern side of 
the house as the location for all the supplies and the business.  Another area in 
particular was the use of the backyard.  The Ziegler family used their backyard 
space much like other German-speaking people.  They had a garden and used 
their backyard to access their home.  Also, the location of the Ziegler house and 
their tobacco business was close to trading routes, much like other German-
speaking farmers used. The Ziegler use of their landscape shows that their 









The primary focus of this research has been to answer two questions.  First, 
to what degree did the German Ziegler family express their ethnicity while living 
at the Janis-Ziegler house?  Second, is it possible to identify the German 
ethnicity of the Ziegler family from the material culture of the Janis-Ziegler site? 
In order to answer these questions, I reviewed historical data, which included 
nineteenth-century German and English newspapers from Ste. Genevieve, 
probate records and wills from the Ziegler family, census records, and other 
historical accounts of Germans living in the United States.  Along with the 
historical data, I also looked at the archaeological evidence left behind by the 
Ziegler family at the Janis-Ziegler/Green Tree Tavern site.   
The first part of the research involved reviewing several German and English 
newspapers from nineteenth-century Ste. Genevieve, Fair Play (in English), the 
Ste. Genevieve Democrat (in English), Herald (in English and German), Freie 
Presse (in German), and Herold (in German).  The advertisements from the 
newspaper issues that were dating closest to Christmas were analyzed and split 
into categories: Household Maintenance-Ceramics, Household Maintenance-
Glass, Household Maintenance-Other, Architecture, Household Furnishings, 
Clothing, Personal Items, Household Production Activity, Household Production 
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Activity For Sale, Pharmaceuticals, Foodstuffs, and Alcohol.  After comparing the 
German, English, and German-English newspapers, several observations came 
apparent.  The Ziegler family purchased and used some items in similar to ways 
that their English-speaking neighbors did, while continuing in some of their 
traditional German ways. The archaeological assemblage from the site, dating to 
the Ziegler occupation, looked closer to what was expected from an English-
speaking resident of Ste. Genevieve.  Along with ceramics, the home they chose 
to inhabit was in the French style, and therefore, shows a form of assimilation.  
The artifacts that pertain to the architecture category were also similar to what 
was expected of the English or French speakers in Ste. Genevieve.   
However, the Ziegler family also continued to follow in their German ethnic 
traditions in the categories of Household Furnishings, Clothing, Personal Items 
and Foodstuffs.  According to the probate inventory, the Ziegler family owned 
several pieces of wooden furniture which was a common trait amongst other 
German-speaking families in Ste. Genevieve. Whether they brought it from their 
home in Germany or bought it in the United States, is unknown. According to the 
newspaper analysis, the Ziegler family also made much of their clothing, which 
was similar to other German-speaking families in Ste. Genevieve.  The Zieglers 
owned a flax hackle and many other items to produce or mend clothing.  The 
Ziegler family also owned books about the Prussian wars, which show their 
interest in German history even while living in the United States.  Finally, the 
Ziegler family produced much of their own food, instead of purchasing already 
made foodstuffs, which is similar to other German-speaking families.  They 
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tended to their orchard and garden, took care of geese, and owned many 
cooking products to produce their own food and baked goods.   
They also showed some German ethnic preferences by their inheritance 
practices and their use of landscape.  Mathias Ziegler used impartible 
inheritance, as had his Bavarian ancestors.  However, later generations of the 
Ziegler family began using partible inheritance, much like their English-speaking 
neighbors.  The Ziegler family’s use of landscape also reveals their German 
ethnic tendencies.  The probate inventory suggests that the Ziegler family 
transitioned the tavern into their tobacco business, continuing their craft of 
tobacco supplying which was popular amongst other German-speaking 
immigrants.  Also, the separation of their orchard and garden from other uses of 
their property and outbuildings, are similar to how their German ancestors kept 
their space separated and clean. They also used their backyard space more than 
the front, as can be seen by the stone pathways in the back and the lack of steps 
leading to the front door.   
After researching several Ste. Genevieve newspapers, the archaeological 
record, U.S. census records, and the Ziegler family wills and probate records, the 
Zieglers appear to be more similar to their German-speaking neighbors than 
previously thought.  They may have appeared on the outside to follow with their 
English-speaking neighbors, moving into a French style house, working with 
another wealthy French family, and marrying into that family.  However, they 
continued to use what they owned and to make purchases similar to their 
German heritage.  After some time, the later Ziegler generations began to use 
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their property more like their English-speaking neighbors, by changing their 
inheritance practices, using English in their business ledgers, and no longer 
running their tobacco business.  Much of this can be equated to Francis Ziegler 
marrying Josephine Moreau, from a French family living in Ste. Genevieve. This 
does not necessarily mean the Ziegler family assimilated, but rather, best stated 
by Penner (1997:298), the Ziegler family “integrated” to gain “power, prestige, 
and wealth” (296).  
 
Potential for Further Research 
Much research can still be done on the Janis-Ziegler House/Green Tree 
Tavern site as well as other German-American sites.  Further excavations of the 
Janis-Ziegler House/Green Tree Tavern could reveal more information about the 
Ziegler family’s use of the backyard and potentially more about their tobacco 
business.  More comparative work can also be conducted between the Ziegler 
occupation at the Janis-Ziegler house and other German-American sites in and 
around Ste. Genevieve, such as the Delassus-Kern house.  This may reveal 
further ethnic tendencies of the Ziegler family as well as other German sites. 
Further newspaper analysis of German newspapers in the Unites States could 
reveal whether similar advertising campaigns were done in other cities, or 
whether there were distinct differences from one city to another. Lastly, more 
research and excavation should be conducted on German-American sites.  Five 
and a half million German people immigrated to the United States from 1816 to 
117 
1914 (Moltmann 1985:14), and German-American sites are still under 
researched in the field of archaeology today. 
This study has not only revealed the ethnic preferences of the Ziegler family 
but also other German families in Ste. Genevieve.  The research focused on 
newspaper, archaeological, other historical analysis, showing that ethnic markers 
are not the only means to identify the ethnicity in the historical and archaeological 
record.  By looking at the historical and archaeological record together, a more 
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